2025 AgrAbility NTW Poster Descriptions

Empowering Ability in Agriculture - In partnership with Florida AgrAbility and Grow Hub by
Savannah Stephens, Dr. Serap Gorucu, Vanessa Spero, and Tara Dorn- Florida AgrAbility UF/IFAS
This poster highlights collaborative efforts between Florida AgrAbility and Grow Hub to make
agricultural work more accessible for people with disabilities. Through task analyses, social
media outreach, and instructional videos, we developed resources that promote safe, efficient,
and inclusive participation in nursery tasks.

Digital Tools, Accessible Equipment and Simple Ergonomic Solutions for Beekeepers by Kirk
Funkenbusch- University of MO/MO AgrAbility and Heros to Hives of MO, Travis Harper, Joni
Harper, and Elihu Isele- University of MO Extension and Heros to Hives of MO, Mark Lucas, Susan
Jaster and Penny Wilson- Lincoln University/Innovative Small Farmers' Outreach Program

Since 2021, the Heroes to Hives program in Missouri has assisted over 1,500 veteran beekeepers
with disabilities and their dependents, ensuring they have access to appropriate training classes,
knowledge of beekeeping technologies, and networking opportunities essential to accessible
beekeeping.

The Heroes to Hives Missouri State Chapter program has formed a special partnership with the
Missouri AgrAbility Project. AgrAbility's mission is to improve the quality of life for farmers,
ranchers, and other agricultural workers with disabilities, ensuring that they, their families, and
their communities can thrive in rural America. AgrAbility assists farmers, loggers, and fishermen
in continuing their work even if they face disabilities due to aging, injury, or illness. The Missouri
AgrAbility and Heroes to Hives programs work together to teach beekeepers of all abilities how
to use Digital Tools, Accessible Equipment, and Simple Ergonomic Solutions to improve their
quality of life and beekeeping practices.

Improving Mobility in the Home by David Middleton- University of MO and Cheri Middleton
This poster will look at different flooring options, door widths, kitchen and bath modifications
especially for wheelchair clients

Building Health and Well-Being for Virginia’s Farmworkers Through Community-Based
Partnerships by Kim Niewolny and Roberto Franco VA Tech/AgrAbility VA

This poster presents findings from a Virginia-based pilot project examining public health
vulnerabilities among farm workers and agricultural laborers through a community-based
participatory research framework. The project highlights how cross-sector partnerships among
AgrAbility Virginia, Virginia Tech, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia State University, and
the Legal Aid Justice Center are advancing farmworker health and safety education. Guided by a
CDC public health framework and mixed methods research, the study identified barriers related
to healthcare, transportation, and communication. Insights inform actionable strategies for
outreach, employer education, and partnership building—offering models applicable to
AgrAbility programs seeking to strengthen support for agricultural workers through a holistic
public health approach.
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Western Regional Agricultural Stress Assistance Partnership by Maddy Vanderkooy- Western
Regional Agricultural Stress Assistance Partnership

This poster highlights the mental health challenges faced by agricultural producers in the
Western United States, including stressors related to financial pressures, environmental
uncertainty, and operational demands. It provides an overview of the Western Regional
Agricultural Stress Assistance Partnership (WRASAP) and the resources and support services
available to farmers and farmworkers. The poster also emphasizes strategies for reducing stigma
around mental health and practical approaches to connecting agricultural producers with
behavioral health support.

Assistive Technology Expos: Expanding Knowledge through Experience by Lisa Becker- IN
AgrAbility/Easterseals Crossroads

AgrAbility Assistive Technology Expos provide professionals with valuable insight into agricultural
work, the barriers faced by farmers with disabilities, and how assistive technology enables safer,
more independent participation in farming. Through hands-on experiences—such as driving
tractors, exploring task-specific equipment, understanding livestock care across life stages, and
seeing how equipment adaptations make a meaningful difference—participants gain practical,
real-world understanding of these solutions.

Hydroponic Growing Systems for Accessible Agriculture by Lindsey Head, Natalie Parkell, Shelby
Thomas, Tara Dorn, Serap Gorucu- University of FL, Agricultural and Biological Engineering
According to the 2025 Aging Farm Workforce Report, American farmers constitute the nation’s
oldest workforce, with a median age of 58 years, surpassing that of any other occupation. Aging
farmers with disabilities face additional challenges such as heavy physical demands, large and
costly farm equipment, increasing fatigue, or reduced sensory abilities. Given the mobility or
strength impairments many of these farmers face, transitioning agricultural operations to
hydroponic production systems can offer inclusive alternatives for “keeping the family farm”.
This poster explores hydroponic food production as an accessible and adaptable agricultural
practice for individuals with disabilities. It highlights system features, practical considerations,
and applications relevant to AgrAbility professionals, educators, and rehabilitation specialists.

From Local Roots to Regional Networks: Reimagining Community and Culture in Agriculture
within the Asia Pacific by Kuan Ju Chen, Grace Anne Dela Cruz, and Tim de La Cruz, Ph.D.-
University of Guam, and Dr. KristiAnna Whitman- Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center
Over the years, the UOG Farmer Focus project has expanded to serve agricultural workers as well
as the general public. Past activities have focused on behavioral health, health service
accessibility, and the logistical aspects of farming, but the initiatives executed in 2025 have
pivoted to include the economic and cultural foundations of agriculture. Increased collaboration
with agribusiness and tourism-focused partners like the Asia Pacific Studies Center and UOG's
sister schools in Taiwan led to the coordination of events such as an agribusiness symposium
series, the 2025 Farmer Focus Workshop in Palau, and the Guam 2025 Farmer Focus Conference.
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AgrAbility as a Tool for Workforce Development Among Young Adults with Disabilities by
Natalie Bachmeier- CO State University Extension and Janell Pisegna, CO State University/CO
AgrAbility

This poster seeks to share information on designing a strengths-based career exploration
program to support young adults with disabilities entering a career in agricultural production.
We will share methods we have used to build the program and lessons learned from seeking
stakeholder feedback, so that other projects can consider how to implement this programming
in their own states. We will also share considerations for career exploration and training, as well
as unique opportunities for state AgrAbility projects to consider workforce development and
serving young adult clients, including resources through extension networks and land grant
institutions associated with AgrAbility projects. Such resources include cultivating peer support
networks, state department of agriculture resources, and academic and community partnerships
for experiential learning. We also hope to learn from other AgrAbility projects that may be
engaging young adults with disabilities to share information and resources to support one
another’s work, contribute to supporting our national agriculture and food systems, and support
meaningful employment for people with disabilities.

Collaborating to Strengthen Preparedness and Disaster Recovery for Families Impacted by
Disabilities by Ed Sheldon- National AgrAbility Project/Purdue University and Soni Cochran- NE
AgrAbility/University of NE-Lincoln/Extension Disaster Education Network

This poster session will highlight the critical need for preparedness education that fulfills the
needs of people with disabilities. Ongoing collaborative efforts between AgrAbility and EDEN to
address that need at national and state levels will be featured. These USDA-NIFA supported and
Extension-affiliated organizations are uniquely positioned to develop, disseminate, and deliver
appropriate research-based education that meets the needs of everyone preparing for and
responding to disaster, including those with disabilities.

This poster will introduce conference attendees to existing resources and opportunities that can
help families, communities, partners and stakeholders strengthen their resilience and enhance
the well-being and security of those impacted by disability. In addition, it is hoped that this
poster presentation will support



