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Welcome

Welcome to the 2026 AgrAbility National Training Workshop. We are absolutely delighted to have you with us
in beautiful Traverse City, Michigan. It is hard to believe that AgrAbility has held 36 of these events at different
locations throughout the U.S., plus one in Canada. On behalf of the planning committee, we hope that this will
be the best one yet.

The team has ordered some nice weather to accompany your stay in Michigan. (At least that is what I have been
told.) I hope, however, you brought some warm clothes, especially for the tours on Thursday.

We as the planning committee are inviting you to become fully engaged in the workshop. A great deal has been
packed into the next 3-4 days. There are over 50 technical or professional development presentations, ranging
from assistive technology for beef cattle producers to working with state VR agencies on behalf of your clients.
Try stretching your comfort zone by exploring how fishermen (and fisherwomen) can accommodate different
disabilities or how A.L (artificial intelligence, not artificial insemination) is shaping the future of A.T. or how
exoskeletons are heavily used in fruit and vegetable production. Also meet some new folks at the veterans panel
or sessions on the impact of dementia on older farmers.

Please don’t sit in your chair quietly if you have something to share. Each of you comes to this event with
valuable insights and experiences that could benefit others if you speak up. We are all made better by the
constructive input of our fellow professionals.

Each year we have an auction to raise a little money to support farmers and ranchers to attend this event. Dust
off your wallet or checkbook and bid on some cool stuff, maybe even several times more than it is worth. I’'m
sure you’ll feel good about it. It might even be just what the doctor ordered.

We hope you are able to join us for one of the fabulous tours that have been planned for Thursday. (Check —
there may still be room.)

Did you know there are six historical lighthouses in the area, and nearby is the Lake Michigan shoreline and
Sleeping Bears Dunes. Take a little time to check out Northern Michigan.

If for any reason you need assistance, please let one of the planning committee members know. (They should be
wearing a “Host” ribbon.) Any time, day or night, we are all here to make your visit a great experience.

Thank you for your presence!

Bill Field

Bill Field
NAP Project Director
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2026 AgrAbility National Training Workshop

SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE
th
Monday’ March 16 12:15 pm Lunch - Grandview Ballroom
Pre-Conference Sessions 1:45 pm Breakout Sessions
9am-4:30pm  Mental Health First Aid - Torch Boardman * Amplifying AgrAbility: AT Digital Stories
1:00-4:00 pm  New Staff Training - Boardman Leelanau  * Mental Health in Agriculture: The OT
1:00-4:30 pm Worksite Assessment, Secondary Perspective and Practice
Injury and AT Selection- Courtyard Torch * The Motherhouse Project
5:30-6:00 pm Stipend Recipient Meeting- Crystal Courtyard * Cultivating Resilience: How MO AgrAbility & 4-H
4:30-6:00 pm  Welcome Reception and Poster Session - Promote Farm Safety and Mental Wellbeing...
Grandview Ballroom 2:40 pm Breakout Sessions
Dinner on your own Boardman * Bodies, Boats, and Better Ideas: One
Fisherman’s Story of Right-Sizing His Work
h Leelanau * HBG Healing Gardens: Farmacy Concepts for
Tuesday, March 17t Self & Community
8:00 am Opening Session — Grandview Ballroom Torch * AgrAbility Outreach: Low-Cost, High-Impact
Activities to Engage Every Visitor
9:15 am Breakout Sessions Courtyard * Gearing Up 4 Safety Through Disability
Boardman  * Assistive Technology for Cattle Producers Awareness
Leelanau * When the Work Changes You: Supporting 3:40 pm Break
Farmer Mental Health...
Torch * Working Waterfronts, Unconferenced: 4:00 pm Breakout Sessions
Building Support for Sea-Based Producers Boardman * Cade & Ben’s Adaptive Adventure
Courtyard  * VetFarmNetwork Leelanau  * No Bones About It
10:15 am Break Torch * Pl Session
10:45 am Breakout Sessions Courtyard * Beginning Veteran Farmer Panel
Boardman * Custom-built AT for Farmers
Leelanau  * Alzheimer’s and Related Dementias: Support 6:00 pm Dinner, Keynote Address, and
for Farmers, Ranchers and their Families Auction- Grandview Ballroom
10:45-11:30
* Dementia in Agriculture Discussion
11:30-12:15
Torch * Improving Your Relationship with VR in Your eme
State: A Panel Discussion ‘
Courtyard * Collaborating to Strengthen Preparedness and . AgrAbI llty

Disaster Recovery

Cultivating Accessible Agriculture



2026 AgrAbility National Training Workshop
SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE

Wednesday, March 18t

8:00 am Breakout Sessions

Boardman  * Abilities, Workflow and Support: Low Tech
Systems & Devices...

Leelanau * Understanding and Preventing Substance

Misuse in Agriculture...

Torch * Supplemental Funding Workgroup Update on
Fundraising Toolkit...

Courtyard  * Communicating with Farmers

9:10 am Breakout Sessions

Boardman * Exoskeletons for Agriculture

Leelanau * Free Falling on the Farm

Torch * Limitless Livestock: A Collaborative Outreach
Model

Courtyard * AgrAbility and Al: The Good, The Bad, and the
Ethical

10:10 am Break- Silent Auction ends

10:40 am Breakout Sessions

Boardman * Expanding Access to the Outdoors: Assistive
Technology & Inclusive Recreation...

Leelanau * How Care Farming and Florida AgrAbility are
Expanding Opportunities in Agriculture

Torch * Adapting Farm Work for Comfort, Ease, and
Mobility for All

Courtyard * Small Business Association Programs for
Veterans and How to Plan for Profit

Outside * AT Outdoor Show and Tell

12:10 pm Lunch- Grandview Ballroom

Pick up Silent Auction items

8 AgrAbility

Cultivating Accessible Agriculture

1:40 pm Breakout Sessions
Boardman  * Indoor AT Show and Tell
Leelanau * Taking Care of Business: Practical Ways to
Cope with Stress One Field at a Time
Torch * Communicating the Economic Impacts of
AgrAbility to Stakeholders
Courtyard  * AgrAbility/Extension Meet Up
2:50 pm Breakout Sessions
Boardman * Taking Your Farm's Products Directly to the
Consumer: Things to Consider When Starting
Your Small Business
Leelanau  * Functional Farmers: Foundations of Movement
from Colorado and Maine AgrAbility
Torch * Teamwork Makes the "Show Me" Dream Work
Courtyard * Exploring Peer to Peer Networks and
Programming
3:50 pm Break
4:15 pm Breakout Sessions
Boardman  * AgrAbility Service: Through the Lens of a
Farmer and a Caregiver
Leelanau * Behavioral Health Services for Farmers: A
Comparison of Programs in the Midwest
Torch * Interactive Dashboard for Agricultural Injury
Surveillance: Enhancing Stakeholder Insights
and Engagement through Optimized Data
Visualization
Courtyard * Best Practices for an Agriculture Skillbridge
Program

Dinner on your own

Thursday, March 19t
8:00 am-4:30 pm Offsite Tours



Schedule
Monday, March 16": Pre-Conference Sessions

Time
9:00 am -
4:30 pm

‘ Room
Torch

ii 4

Ablllty

‘ Session

Mental Health First Aid

Kimber Nicoletti-Martinez- NAP/ Purdue University and Alison Brennan- University of Mon
tana

MHFA is designed to increase knowledge and build skills to help someone who is
experiencing mental health problems. The training includes information about signs and
symptoms of mental health problems and provides opportunities to practice response skills
for specific types of problems. Mental Health First Aiders are trained to provide informed,
caring support and to suggest and connect people to community resources. +
The fee for this session is $55. Lunch is on your own. LY

1:00 pm -
4:00 pm

Boardman

New Staff Training

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) Staff and National AgrAbility
Project (NAP) Staff from Purdue, Goodwill of the Finger Lakes, Osteoarthritis Action
Alliance, AgriSafe Network, and Colorado State University

This session gives an overview of the AgrAbility Program for new staff members, those
wanting a refresher, or those wishing to learn about AgrAbility. Some topics covered
include the role of the National Project, resources available, evaluation procedures, and
sources of help inside and outside AgrAbility. Participants will also have opportunities to
network with one another and with staff from NIFA and NAP.

1:00 pm -
4:30 pm

Courtyard

Worksite Assessment, Secondary injury, and AT Selection

Bill Field and Steve Swain- NAP and Ned Stoller- NAP/MI AgrAbility

This preconference professional development session will explore the process of conducting
an agricultural worksite assessment, the potential for secondary injuries when using
assistive technology on the farm, the selection of AT and modifications, and sources of AT
and modifications. The session will also cover the contents of the updated

Agricultural Worksite Assessment Tool for Farmers and Ranchers with Disabilities.
The fee for this session is $25.00

4:30 pm -
6:00 pm

Grandview
Ballroom

Reception and Poster Session
Posters being presented:

e Empowering Ability in Agriculture - In partnership with Florida AgrAbility
and Grow Hub by Savannah Stephens, Dr. Serap Gorucu, Vanessa Spero, and
Tara Dorn- Florida AgrAbility UF/IFAS

e Digital Tools, Accessible Equipment and Simple Ergonomic Solutions for
Beekeepers by Kirk Funkenbusch- University of MO/MO AgrAbility and Heros
to Hives of MO, Travis Harper, Joni Harper, and Elihu Isele- University of MO
Extension and Heros to Hives of MO, Mark Lucas, Susan Jaster and Penny
Wilson- Lincoln University/Innovative Small Farmers' Outreach Program

e Improving Mobility in the Home by David Middleton- University of MO and
Cheri Middleton

e Building Health and Well-Being for Virginia’s Farmworkers Through
Community-Based Partnerships by Kim Niewolny and Roberto Franco VA
Tech/AgrAbility VA

e  Western Regional Agricultural Stress Assistance Partnership by Maddy
Vanderkooy- Western Regional Agricultural Stress Assistance Partnership

e Assistive Technology Expos: Expanding Knowledge through Experience by
Lisa Becker- IN AgrAbility/Easterseals Crossroads

o Hydroponic Growing Systems for Accessible Agriculture by Lindsey Head,
Natalie Parkell, Shelby Thomas, Tara Dorn, Serap Gorucu- University of FL,
Agricultural and Biological Engineering




e From Local Roots to Regional Networks: Reimagining Community and
Culture in Agriculture within the Asia Pacific by Kuan Ju Chen, Grace Anne
Dela Cruz, and Tim de La Cruz, Ph.D.- University of Guam, and Dr. KristiAnna
Whitman- Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center

e AgrAbility as a Tool for Workforce Development Among Young Adults with
Disabilities by Natalie Bachmeier- CO State University Extension and Janell
Pisegna, CO State University/CO AgrAbility

e Collaborating to Strengthen Preparedness and Disaster Recovery for
Families Impacted by Disabilities by Ed Sheldon- National AgrAbility
Project/Purdue University and Soni Cochran- NE AgrAbility/University of NE-
Lincoln/Extension Disaster Education Network

Tuesday, March 17t

Time
8:00 am -
9:00 am

‘ Room Session

Grandview Ballroom

Opening Session

Deanna East, Associate Director of MSU Extension, Ron Bates - MI AgrAbility, Adam
Ingrao- Heroes to Hives, Bill Field- NAP; JoBeth Rath and Tess McKeel- Goodwill of
the Finger Lakes

9:15am -
10:15am

Boardman

Assistive Technology for Cattle Producers

Kyle Haney- GA AgrAbility

Beef Cattle is the highest reported primary enterprise for AgrAbility clients across the
nation. These operations vary from a few to thousands of acres, but the importance

and benefits of assistive technology remain constant across them all. This session
showcases many of the most useful pieces of assistive technology for cattle producers
and packages it all up for AgrAbility staff to use as a presentation when

speaking with cattlemen groups in their own states. m

9:15am -
10:15am

Leelanau

When the Work Changes You: Supporting Farmer Mental Health Through Education
and Adaptive Resilience

Angela Sorg and Rachel Dillhoff- Purdue University Extension Farm Stress Team
Farming is more than a job - it’s an identity. When stress, injury, or disability disrupts
that work, the emotional toll can be significant. This session explores how Purdue
Extension’s Farm Stress Team supports the wellbeing of farmers and their families
through education, collaboration, and outreach that reduce stigma, & +
strengthen resilience, and promote mental health in rural communities. N7

9:15am -
10:15 am

Torch

Working Waterfronts, Unconferenced: Building Support for Sea-Based Producers
Antonia Small- ME AgrAbility and Ned Stoller- M AgrAbility
Several AgrAbility projects with coastal regions have begun exploring how to better

serve fishermen and ocean farmers—communities often left outside traditional farm
frameworks. This unconferencing session invites participants to reconnect and co-
create next steps: developing an assistive technology library for sea-based work,
strengthening safety and injury-prevention strategies, and building a shared

resource hub to support working bodies on the water. &

9:15am -
10:15am

Courtyard

VetFarmNetwork

Kate Bowen- At Ease Orchard

The VetFarmNetwork is a national USDA 2501 program that supports Veterans to begin
or excel in agriculture and develop sustainable practices. The VetFarmNetwork has
three parts. Virtual training thru webinars, podcast, and other means. Mentorship
collaboration points between new Veteran Farmers and experienced farmers.

Regional summits for hands on experience, meet-ups, and presentations. %

Special Interest Key

=+
& Farmers/Ranchers % Veterans Assistive Technology % & Health and Wellness




Tuesday, March 17th

10:15am -
10:45 am

Grandview Ballroom Pre-
function

Break

10:45 am —
12:15

Boardman

Custom-built Assistive Technology for Farmers

Ned Stoller- MI AgrAbility and Mason Dean and Kyle Haney- GA AgrAbility
Assistive Technology needs to be custom-built for certain farming tasks. Farmers need
unique assistive technology to help them keep working after a disabling medical
condition, and it cannot always be purchased off the shelf. This session will explore
how to determine if it is appropriate to design and build new assistive technology.
Research of existing designs and safety considerations are highly important in the

process. We will share examples of custom-built assistive technologies.

10:45-11:30

Leelanau

Alzheimer’s and related dementias: Support for farmers, ranchers and their families
Marsha Goetting- Montana State University Extension and Dee Jepsen- OH AgrAbility
Living in isolated farm and ranch communities present unique challenges for those
affected by Alzheimer’s. Dementia resources to empower these families with
knowledge about early signs of cognitive decline, safety strategies to keep loved ones
safe, legal planning, and the importance of caregiver self-care are now available. This
session will highlight these concerns and provide downloadable guides, educational
materials, and support tools tailored specifically for agricultural communities. ';..FJ

11:30 am -
12:15 pm

Leelanau

Dementia in Agriculture Discussion

Bill Field- NAP and Lisa Becker- Easterseals Crossroads/INDATA

Bill Field will share some personal experiences in working with farmers with dementia
and other memory-loss issues. Lisa Becker from INDATA, the Indiana AT Act Program,
o

will share assistive technology examples that can be helpful in working
with clients who have memory loss.

10:45 am -
12:15 pm

Torch

Improving Your Relationship with Vocational Rehabilitation in Your State: A Panel
Discussion

Rachel Jarman- OH AgrAbility, Karen Funkenbusch- MO AgrAbility, Mary Ross- MO
Vocational Rehabilitation, Lindsey Head Gill- FL AgrAbility, and Carrie Prosowski- Ml
Rehabilation Services

A panel discussion of ways Ohio, Missouri, Florida, and Michigan have started or
improved their relationship with Vocational Rehabilitation.

10:45 am -
12:15 pm

Courtyard

Collaborating to Strengthen Preparedness and Disaster Recovery for Families
Impacted by Disabilities

Ed Sheldon- NAP, Soni Cochran- University of NE Extension & Extension Disaster
Education Network, Cheryl Grenweldge- TX AgrAbility for AgriSafe, Angelo Sorg-
Purdue Extension Farm Stress Team

This session will foster collaboration to effectively serve rural families, especially those
affected by disability, in preparing for and responding to disasters and emergencies. A
roundtable discussion will be led by representatives of USDA-affiliated programs (ie.
AgrAbility, the Extension Disaster Education Network, and land-grant Extension
services) along with organizations active in preparedness education for rural audiences,
including Farm Aid and AgriSafe. Participants will share resources, teaching materials,
ideas, and recommendations that enhance educational efforts for disaster/emergency
preparedness and response for rural families, with an emphasis on serving
the unique needs of those impacted by disabilities. la;';! &

12:15 pm -
1:45 pm

Grandview Ballroom Pre-
function

Lunch with special Farmer Luncheon area

Special Interest Key

+
& Farmers/Ranchers % Veterans Assistive Technology N # Health and Wellness




Tuesday, March 17th

1:45 pm -
2:30 pm

Boardman

Amplifying AgrAbility: AT Digital Stories

Eileen Legault- University of TN Extension/ TN AgrAbility and Jason Barber- TN
AgrAbility Client

Farmers with disabilities can use digital tools like YouTube, podcasts, and ChatGPT to
share their success stories and promote Assistive Technology (AT). By blending
personal experience with accessible tech, they inspire others, amplify their voices, and
advance AgrAbility’s mission. Jason Barber of @Farming Blind with Duck will
demonstrate using Al on his farm. Learn to create impactful content, reach new
audiences, and build a stronger, more inclusive agricultural network. &

1:45 pm -
2:30 pm

Leelanau

Mental Health in Agriculture: The OT Perspective and Practice

Logan Fields and Erin Bales- Wilmington College

Farmers face unique stressors and elevated mental-health risk. This session defines
OT’s role; identifies agricultural stressors and red flags; and demonstrates brief screens
(PHQ-9, GAD-7, AUDIT-C) with functional measures (COPM/PSFS). Using a case, we
present farm-ready interventions that pair person-level strategies (routines,
sleep/pain) with environmental/workflow changes and outline an OT-AgrAbility +
collaboration pathway for assessment, referral, and follow-up. W

1:45 pm -
2:30 pm

Torch

The Motherhouse Project

David Wyllie- HoneyBee Home Crafters

I met Agrability Staff fall 2023 at the NM Senior Conference and, as a disabled
beekeeper, became an Agrability Client Spring 2024 and then, a NMDVR client.
Working with NMDVR and NMAP | obtained specialized woodworking equipment, and
The Motherhouse Project was born Summer 2025. The pilot program starts Spring
2026. We build bee nesting boxes and plant pollinating strips to sustain farm crops. My
goal for this presentation is to demonstrate how NMAP and NMTAP work with a

client. {{%

1:45 pm -
2:30 pm

Courtyard

Cultivating Resilience: How Missouri AgrAbility & 4-H Promote Farm Safety and
Mental Wellbeing for All Youth

Emily Doosing and Karen Funkenbusch- University of Missouri/MO AgrAbility Project
This session highlights how Missouri AgrAbility and 4-H are partnering to increase farm
safety, promote mental wellbeing, and develop skills in rural youth with different
abilities. Through hands-on programs and universally-designed approaches, the
initiative empowers young people to build resilience, reduce stigma, and find purpose
in agriculture and rural life while supporting healthy minds and safe &
communities. A4

2:40 pm -
3:40 pm

Boardman

Bodies, Boats, and Better Ideas: One Fisherman’s Story of Right-Sizing His Work
Antonia Small, Brie Weisman, and Bella Russo- Maine AgrAbility

When Maine lobsterman John Drouin began designing a smaller boat to keep working
safely and independently as he aged—and as crew grew harder to find—the Maine
AgrAbility team joined early, before construction. Meeting him at just the right
moment allowed for real collaboration: refining design choices for solo work, safety,
and longevity. This session shares how timing, trust, and curiosity can turn
conversation into prevention.

2:40 pm -
3:40 pm

Leelanau

HBG Healing Gardens: Farmacy Concepts for Self & Community

Dr. Ivette Ruiz- Healing By Growing Farms

Join Dr. Ivette Ruiz, founder of HBG Healing Gardens, for an empowering 60-minute
session on the "Farmacy" concept—using farm-fresh food as medicine to heal
ourselves. Dr. Ruiz will share the mission behind HBG’s accessible gardens, including
the unique TBI pollinator spaces designed for all abilities.two lessons focused on
managing youth farm stress and encouraging safe movement and injury

prevention to reduce the risk of developing arthritis. & @




Tuesday, March 17th

2:40 pm -
3:40 pm

Torch

AgrAbility Outreach: Low-Cost, High-Impact Activities to Engage Every Visitor
Laura Akgerman and Dee Jepsen- Ohio AgrAbility, OSU Extension

Learn high-impact, low-cost, hands-on activities that universally engage all outreach
visitors. We demonstrate simple, accessible activities focusing on farm task
modifications and preventing secondary injury. Walk away with a toolkit of ideas

. . 2.
for successful, inclusive farm show engagement. i

2:40 pm -
3:40 pm

Courtyard

Gearing Up 4 Safety Through Disability Awareness

Bill Field and Roger Tormoehlen- Purdue University/NAP

The Gearing Up 4 Safety Curriculum is the most widely distributed secondary
agricultural education resource that targets agricultural safety and health. With
support from the NAP. Two new modules have been developed for young and
beginning workers with disabilities interested in working in agriculture. Content g
will be reviewed and applications discussed.

3:40 pm -
4:00 pm

Grandview Ballroom Pre-
function

Break

4:00 pm -
5:00 pm

Boardman

Cade & Ben’s Adaptive Adventure

Benjamin Phillips- MSU Extension, Cade Krieger- Southwest Michigan Research and
Extension Center, and Ned Stoller- MI AgrAbility

Cade Krieger works at an MSU research farm specializing in fruits and vegetables in
southwest Michigan. He came to the job with adaptive tools for tractor operation, and
we have accrued more since he started. Some of it was funded with funds accessed
through help from AgrAbility, and some was purchased with our own farm funds with a
transformed mind. Cade and Ben will talk about what it was like to start working
together, and what we spend time thinking about to get the jobs done. We will share

ictures to demonstrate particular tools and tasks, but also spend time
g - i i o
informal talking. i

4:00 pm -
5:00 pm

Leelanau

No Bones About It

Brie Weisman- ME AgrAbility

Maine AgrAbility has been using a variety of skeletons, from Halloween to medical
grade models, to help increase agriculture workers' understanding of how their on-
farm jobs can affect them physically. We've taken our skeletons to trade shows, safety
trainings, and in-field prevention groups to help us demonstrate proper ergonomics,
and how the body responds to agriculture work. This dynamic use of skeletons
captures attention and leads to more conversations, and improved awareness.

4:00 pm -
5:00 pm

Torch

Pl session

Bill Field- NAP/Purdue University and Courtenay Simmons- USDA/NIFA

USDA and NAP program leaders will meet with SRAP principal investigators for
questions, answers, and discussion.

4:00 pm -
5:00 pm

Theater

Beginning Veteran Farmer Panel

This will be a panel discussion of at least 3 successful Veterans that are in farming with
Q&A opportunities for the audience, moderated by Joe Ricker- NAP Veterans
Outreach Coordinator. %

6:00 pm -
10:00 pm

Tortugas

Banquet Dinner, Keynote Address by Doug Verhoeven — Ml AgrAbility client, and
Auction with Wade Leist- Auctioneer

Special Interest Key

+
&FarmerS/Ranchers % Veterans Assistive Technology Y2 Health and Wellness




Wednesday, March 18"

Time

8:00 am -
9:00 am

‘ Room

Boardman

‘ Session

Abilities, Workflow and Support: Low Tech Systems & Devices for Farmers and Ranchers
with Disabilities

Susan Jaster, Penny Wilson, and Mark Lucas- Lincoln University of Missouri, and Karen
Funkenbusch and Kirk Funkenbusch- University of Missouri

A systems approach to low assistive technology for farmers involves assessing the farm
operation and the farmer's capabilities to implement simple, cost effective, modifications that
improve overall efficiency, safety, and prevent secondary injuries. This approach ensures that
systems work in harmony with the farmer’s tasks, and the farm environment. The “6S” System
helps organize the task after assessing the workflow of the physical environment to evaluate
interconnected solutions, while integrating technology into existing processes and equipment.
Customization of low-tech solutions enables a good fit for the farmer’s needs.

The focus is on preventing further strain, fatigue, and secondary injuries. &

8:00 am -
9:00 am

Leelanau

Understanding and Preventing Substance Misuse in Agriculture: Identifying Links Between
Chronic Pain, Loneliness, and Farming

Tanner Derror, Liz Williams and Misty Oebel- MSU Extension

Ag workers are at increased risk of substance misuse due to many factors, including high

stress, chronic pain, and the lonely nature of their work. In this session we will provide an
overview of how opioids affect the body, examine the current opioid crisis, and discuss
different ways substance use may present itself. We will discuss how loneliness in farming can
worsen pain and increase risk for substance use. Lastly, we will promote protective

factors and other strategies to improve health. la:g!

8:00 am -
9:00 am

Torch

Supplemental Funding Workgroup Update on Fundraising Toolkit: Developing Financial
Sustainable Programs

Kent Scheske- NAP Advisory Committee

The AgrAbility Supplemental Funding Workgroup has been meeting over the past year to
explore, discuss and refine fundraising strategies that other SRAP's can utilize to strengthen
their financial stability. This session will also focus on why revenue diversification is an
important part of building financial sustainability and how this can be accomplished by
AgrAbility programs. The session will include sharing of case studies and how several SRAP
programs have met this challenge.

8:00 am -
9:00 am

Courtyard

Communicating with Farmers

Remington Rice- MSU Extension

This interactive workshop builds the confidence of those who work with farmers to recognize
signs of stress, engage in supportive conversations, and refer to mental health resources.
Through laughter, practice, and audience interaction, participants gain tools to improve
communication and support farmer well-being in a nonjudgmental, hands-on setting. NI

9:10 am-
10:10 am

Boardman

Exoskeletons for Agriculture

Ned Stoller- MI AgrAbility

Exoskeleton systems are continuously evolving, and may or may not help in the real world of
agricultural work tasks. In general exoskeletons are wearable devices that work in tandem
with the user. They are worn on the user’s body between one or more body joints. They apply
a physical force to the body that augments able-bodied individuals and assists those who may

have a movement impairment. We will discuss their use on fruit and vegetable
and livestock farms. 5&

Special Interest Key

& Farmers/Ranchers

=+
% Veterans Assistive Technology % & Health and Wellness




Wednesday, March 18t

9:10 am-
10:10 am

Leelanau

Free Falling on the Farm

Brie Weisman and Bella Russo- ME AgrAbility

Falls are responsible for a large share of soft tissue injuries, musculoskeletal trauma and
traumatic brain injuries in agriculture. Agriculture seems almost designed for falling: slippery
surfaces, uneven ground, bad weather, high equipment cabs, and unpredictable livestock all
remind farmers of gravity's health consequences. Proactively addressing these risks, and
learning to fall correctly will reduce the number and severity of these injuries. Falls +
happen, but we can minimize their impact. AN

9:10 am-
10:10 am

Torch

Limitless Livestock: A Collaborative Outreach Model

Laura Akgerman and Dee Jepsen- OSU/OH AgrAbility and Jess Burns- OSU Extension

This session details a model for AgrAbility and 4-H Educators to partner for accessible youth
outreach. Utilizing the "Limitless Livestock" kit—featuring stuffed animals and tactile materials
(feed, fur, products)—this educational activity teaches animal care, life cycles, and inclusion.
This directly promotes AgrAbility services and cultivates future support for inclusive livestock
shows at county/state fairs.

9:10 am-
10:10 am

Courtyard

AgrAbility and Al: The Good, The Bad, and the Ethical

Paul Jones- NAP

Use of Al (artificial intelligence) is rapidly increasing in many areas of life. This unconferencing
session will explore using Al to enhance outreach, education, and client services. Participants
will discuss current SRAP use, future possibilities for Al integration, and key ethical concerns—
including plagiarism, intellectual property, and accuracy—helping participants navigate both
the promise and pitfalls of Al in AgrAbility work. (Description written with assistance from
ChatGPT.)

10:10 am-
10:40 am

Grand Ballroom
Pre-function

Break- Silent Auction ends

10:40 am-
11:25am

Ventanas 1

AT to Expanding Access to the Outdoors & Inclusive Recreation at Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore

Jileesa Irwin and Abby Squires- MI AT Program and Missy Knebel, Laura Ann Johnson and
Kathy Tuckerman- Friends of Sleeping Bear Dunes

The session will highlight the history and impact of the Friends of Sleeping Bear Dunes
organization and its Accessibility Program, focusing on their groundbreaking Trackchair and
Wheelchair Bike Program—the first of its kind in the National Park System. Presenters will
discuss the challenges and successes of building and sustaining an adaptive program within
The National Park System and share real stories demonstrating how these initiatives have
transformed visitor experiences. It will also explore a wide range of assistive technology
designed to support outdoor activities—including assistive technology for hunting, fishing,
camping, e-bikes, gardening, bird watching, and more. Participants will learn practical ways to
integrate these tools into community programs, educational settings, and personal
adventures. S

11:25am -
12:10 pm

Leelanua

How Care Farming and Florida AgrAbility are Expanding Opportunities in Agriculture

Kate Mudge and Andrea Barnhart- Care Farming Network, and Vanessa Spero, Serap Goucu,
Beth Shepard, Andrea Lazzari, Tara Dorn and Morgan Yoder- FL AgrAbility

This session explores how care farming and Florida AgrAbility are transforming lives and
workplaces across the U.S. Care Farming (CFN) CFN will highlight care farms creating inclusive
jobs and training opportunities for people with disabilities, veterans, and others often
overlooked in agriculture. Florida AgrAbility will highlight their program Roots to Work which
targets adults with disabilities to teach them horticulture skills and build relationships in the
community. This session will introduce the programs while providing information on the how,
why, and best practices to support programs such as this.
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10:40 am - Torch Adapting Farm Work for Comfort, Ease, and Mobility for All
12:10 pm Samantha Wolf- MI AgrAbility and Karen Funkenbusch- MO AgrAbility
This session will focus on strategies to assist agricultural workers with arthritis and chronic
pain. Presenters will discuss their experiences with arthritis screenings for farmers, ranchers,
and farmworkers, offer education on practical adaptations for farms, and link farmers to
resources for managing chronic pain. The session will also cover methods for engaging
Spanish-speaking workers and ensuring that materials and screenings are
accessible and culturally appropriate for their audiences. 'e;...v)
10:40 am- Courtyard Small Business Association Programs for Veterans and How to Plan for Profit
12:10 am Steve Whittington- MSU Extension and Joe Ricker- NAP
Veterans have unique opportunities to obtain free business resources through SBA or the VA
such as business planning and marketing products. In addition to learning about these
opportunities, participants will learn about basic skills in production economics through
enterprise budgeting. An enterprise budget with a cost of production analysis for any farm
enterprise will be conducted with this session culminating in a “back of the
envelope” enterprise budget example created by participants. % @B
10:40 am - Outside Outdoor AT Show and Tell
12:10 pm Steve Swain- NAP and Ned Stoller- MI AgrAbility
This session will be a show-and-tell with various suppliers of assistive technologies for outdoor
equipment applicable to farmers and ranchers with disabilities. &
12:10 pm - Grandview Lunch- pick up silent auction items after
1:40 pm Ballroom
1:40 pm - Boardman Indoor AT Show and Tell
2:40 pm Steve Swain- NAP and Ned Stoller- MI AgrAbility
This session will be a show-and-tell with various suppliers of assistive
technologies applicable to farmers and ranchers with disabilities. aﬁ
1:40 pm - Leelanau Taking Care of Business: Practical Ways to Cope with Stress One Field at a Time
2:40 pm Esmeralda Mandujano- CA AgrAbility and WRASAP and Kimber Nicoletti-Martinez- NAP
This session will help participants recognize signs of mental health challenges linked to
everyday stress, especially in agriculture and related fields. Attendees will learn practical skills
to manage stress for themselves and others, including family, clients, and community
members. The interactive format aims to build awareness, support wellbeing,
and strengthen community resilience. &
1:40 pm - Torch Communicating the Economic Impacts of AgrAbility to Stakeholders
2:40 pm Rebecca Hill
This session will give participants a grounding in economic impact analysis and then discuss the
current state of efforts top evaluate the economic impacts of the AgrAbility project in
Colorado and as a whole. Participants will have the opportunity to brainstorm and provide
input into the topic.
1:40 pm - Courtyard AgrAbility/Extension Meet Up
2:40 pm Samantha Wolfe- MI AgrAbility

This informal, participant-led session is designed for AgrAbility and Extension educators who
want to connect, collaborate, and problem-solve with peers from other states. This
unconference creates space to build a stronger network, exchange ideas, and troubleshoot
real-world challenges together. Attendees will help shape the conversation based on shared
needs and interests, such as outreach strategies, partnerships, resources, funding questions,
client services, or program logistics.
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2:50 pm - Boardman Taking Your Farm's Products Directly to the Consumer: Things to Consider When Starting

3:50 pm Your Small Business
Rachel Jarmen- Bank Barn Meats
This session will be a summary of things learned in the last 6 years as a farmer and direct
marketer of my farm’s products to consumers. | will discuss what makes a great booth at a
farmers market (tent, tablecloth, décor), ways to retail your products at your farm (honor
system booth or store with hours). | will also share tips to assess if a farmers market is the
right place to take your products, and how to use marketing options such as social media,
websites, and email blasts. Additional items include licensing and insurance for your %
farm and business. ©

2:50 pm - Leelanau Functional Farmers: Foundations of Movement from Colorado and Maine AgrAbility

3:50 pm Hanna Cefalo- CO AgrAbility, and Bella Russo and Toni Small- ME AgrAbility
Colorado and Maine AgrAbility collaborate to offer a movement-based session focused on the
basics of building functional mobility. Designed for those curious about strength
training/stretching but unsure where to begin, while also welcoming professionals seeking
tools to support farmers/ranchers. We'll explore muscle components, chronic pain prevention
and management strategies, and adaptable physical activities. Participation is up to your
comfort level. Attendees will gain a practical and adaptable movement toolkit and learn how
increasing strength and mobility can improve daily functioning. No prior experience is needed;
we will meet you where you’re at with flexible options to support your goals. ';;..#’ &

2:50 pm - Torch Teamwork Makes the "Show Me" Dream Work

3:50 pm Mary Ross- MO Vocational Rehabilitation
Missouri VR is being intentional as we think outside the box in the ways that we are partnering
with our AgrAbility team. We will discuss how we developed our fee for service and the
direction we are envisioning future projects as well as reviewing how we are building a strong
and sustainable program. In addition, we will look at how Missouri determines who is a
farmer, discuss some costs vs outcomes, and give a glimpse into what we are working toward
in the future.

2:50 pm - Theater Exploring Peer-To-Peer Networks and Programing

3:50 pm Clinton Wilson- CO AgrAbility
Interactive session discussing peer-to-peer programs.
This session will have a moderated group discussion: about any projects that have experience,
share successes and struggles, and then 3 breakout groups: getting a program started, scaling
an existing program, or focusing on a specific challenges with existing programs.
Report-out conclusion: key takeaways and next steps. 'e;.;’

3:50 pm - Grand Ballroom Break

4:15 pm Pre-function area

4:15 pm — Boardman AgrAbility Service: Through the Lens of a Caregiver

5:00 pm Bev Berens and Ned Stoller- Ml AgrAbility
This session explores the process of AgrAbility services and the results. More importantly, it
talks about the level of trust that must be obtained to share sensitive information like medical
forms and the ever scary---Schedule F---required for VR services in the state of
Michigan. The presentation will include the caregiver perspective. &

4:15 pm — Leelanau Behavioral Health Services for Farmers: A Comparison of Programs in the Midwest

5:00 pm Josie Rudolphi- Cheyanne Dierickx

In response to barriers accessing professional behavioral health services, lllinois, Missouri,
North Dakota, and South Dakota facilitate low and no-cost professional behavioral health
services to farmers and ranchers. These programs have provided over 2000 hours of
professional behavioral health services. The types of programs vary across states and will be

+

recommendation for future programs. L

described. The presentation will describe barriers to program implementation and




4:15 pm — Ventanas 3 Interactive Dashboard for Agricultural Injury Surveillance: Enhancing Stakeholder Insights
5:00 pm and Engagement through Optimized Data Visualization

Sihan Li- IL AgrAbility

Research efforts have sought to compile ag injury data, however, there remains a data
visualization gap in monitoring and disseminating ag injury information. A dashboard was
developed using publicly available injury records from AglnjuryNews, focusing on Midwestern
states to capture regionally ag injury patterns. We'll summarize ag injury trends from the five
states, describe dashboard evaluation, provide a tutorial of the dashboard, and identify
opportunities for use among AgrAbility programs.

4:15 pm — Theater Practices for an Agriculture Skillbridge Program

5:00 pm Cheryl Grenwelge and Erin Kimbrough- TX AgrAbility

This presentation will provide attendees information on the BattleGround to Breaking Ground-
Skills Training Program (BGBG-STP) which was developed as a registered DOD SkillBridge
Program. The DOD SkillBridge Program allows eligible transitioning military members to
participate for up to 180 days in a job training program prior to leaving the military. BGBG-STP
places participants on farm or ranch with certified mentors who provide hands-on training in

farm and ranch management

Dinner on your own tonight

Special Interest Key

-+
& Farmers/Ranchers % Veterans Assistive Technology %2 Health and Wellness

Thursday, March 19t

8:00 am —4:30 pm
$75 Fee, lunch included on full day tours. Tours subject to change.

OPTION 1 8:00 am —4:30 pm

Leelanau County: Visit the Cherry Republic processing facility — including a tour of the bakery! — and see the scenic Sleeping Bear
Dunes national lakeshore and learn about their accessibility programs including track chair rentals. We will also be going to
MSU’s NW Mi Horticultural Research Station. $75 fee

OPTION 2 8:00 am —4:30 pm
Grand Traverse County: Join AgrAbility clients at two different farms to see a maple sugar operation in action and learn about
accessibility accommodations at a haying operation. You will also tour the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy. $75 fee

OPTION 3 8:00 am —4:30 pm

Benzie County: Tour an Alpaca Farm that is an agritourism stop, the St. Ambrose honey processing facility and meadery, followed
by lunch and an optional tasting at the taproom. After lunch, tour the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy Rotational
Grazing Program. $75 fee
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Special Thanks to Our Exhibitors

At Fase Orchard

Care Farming Network

Colorado State University Extension

Crosshatch

Department of Veteran Affairs

Disability Work Tools

LifeLyfts by Life Essentials

Michigan AgrAbility

Missouri AgrAbility

National AgrAbility Project

Nifty Hoops
Ohio AgrAbility

State of Mlichigan Rehabilitation Services



https://www.ateaseorchard.org/
https://carefarmingnetwork.org/
https://extension.colostate.edu/
https://extension.colostate.edu/
https://www.crosshatch.org/
https://www.crosshatch.org/
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&pf=1&ai=DChsSEwiDwOyyyZWTAxXjSEcBHWGkAEIYACICCAEQABoCcXU&co=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwgr_NBhDFARIsAHiUWr7cZ37qBsE5bNuLnSu9gLDRulN_uPS9HmGRQ8u5EU4Lj993ngIA8VIaAk9REALw_wcB&ei=0C6waayNMPKviLMPrYDi4Ao&cid=CAASuwHkaLIyHUSp7Jlwd4DbbBzCazXKozqy6p0MJU4Hj6WB2EMk3wHPzT0dSFdQOtBjwNPnJjOrBZus1SWKUWddCRg--APzfZ7qqY4MoXgT3ge-cJTWv0TUr_JcS015nDvdYCGF52H0dZah7-IQsq-bfw4-9tAdcmyvtvIuzIJxexS0Z8JdDfdc-BGDhGMk3ulctA24FSaPDSlOpqlGzDdBBuyZYK3FX9dlAlovZSEO68w5pTjTPiTysphwQcTP&cce=2&category=acrcp_v1_32&sig=AOD64_1myaS5_Z2FgO-POeAyIgCDvv7J6Q&q&sqi=2&nis=4&adurl=https://choose.va.gov/?utm_source%3Dgoogle.com%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%2Bsearch%26utm_campaign%3Dar_cva_extsp26_natl_sear_goog_kwtarg_brand%26gad_source%3D1%26gad_campaignid%3D23620709013%26gbraid%3D0AAAAAB_-7IRo7o8sg3QIBstjMEQQSyet8%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwgr_NBhDFARIsAHiUWr7cZ37qBsE5bNuLnSu9gLDRulN_uPS9HmGRQ8u5EU4Lj993ngIA8VIaAk9REALw_wcB&ved=2ahUKEwisteWyyZWTAxXyF2IAHS2AGKwQ0Qx6BAggEAE
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&pf=1&ai=DChsSEwiDwOyyyZWTAxXjSEcBHWGkAEIYACICCAEQABoCcXU&co=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwgr_NBhDFARIsAHiUWr7cZ37qBsE5bNuLnSu9gLDRulN_uPS9HmGRQ8u5EU4Lj993ngIA8VIaAk9REALw_wcB&ei=0C6waayNMPKviLMPrYDi4Ao&cid=CAASuwHkaLIyHUSp7Jlwd4DbbBzCazXKozqy6p0MJU4Hj6WB2EMk3wHPzT0dSFdQOtBjwNPnJjOrBZus1SWKUWddCRg--APzfZ7qqY4MoXgT3ge-cJTWv0TUr_JcS015nDvdYCGF52H0dZah7-IQsq-bfw4-9tAdcmyvtvIuzIJxexS0Z8JdDfdc-BGDhGMk3ulctA24FSaPDSlOpqlGzDdBBuyZYK3FX9dlAlovZSEO68w5pTjTPiTysphwQcTP&cce=2&category=acrcp_v1_32&sig=AOD64_1myaS5_Z2FgO-POeAyIgCDvv7J6Q&q&sqi=2&nis=4&adurl=https://choose.va.gov/?utm_source%3Dgoogle.com%26utm_medium%3Dpaid%2Bsearch%26utm_campaign%3Dar_cva_extsp26_natl_sear_goog_kwtarg_brand%26gad_source%3D1%26gad_campaignid%3D23620709013%26gbraid%3D0AAAAAB_-7IRo7o8sg3QIBstjMEQQSyet8%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwgr_NBhDFARIsAHiUWr7cZ37qBsE5bNuLnSu9gLDRulN_uPS9HmGRQ8u5EU4Lj993ngIA8VIaAk9REALw_wcB&ved=2ahUKEwisteWyyZWTAxXyF2IAHS2AGKwQ0Qx6BAggEAE
https://www.disabilityworktools.com/
https://www.disabilityworktools.com/
https://lifelyfts.com/
https://www.michiganagrability.org/
https://www.michiganagrability.org/
https://extension.missouri.edu/programs/agrability
http://www.agrability.org/
https://www.niftyhoops.com/
https://www.niftyhoops.com/
https://agrability.osu.edu/
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/bureaus-agencies/wdca/voc-rehab
https://www.michigan.gov/leo/bureaus-agencies/wdca/voc-rehab
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https://www.fcma.com/
https://lifelyfts.com/
https://www.purduesigmaalpha.com/
https://www.ateaseorchard.org/
https://www.gtrcf.org/
https://www.mipotato.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nyblad-Orchard/156514031055403
https://www.greenstonefcs.com/
https://www.uline.com/



