





AgrAbility staff members recognize that their clients are not islands — they’re part of complex sys-
tems. The Program’s services strive to address the whole person and impact the larger community.
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» Employing others
 Reducing need for public assistance

AgrAbility recently conducted a 10-year study to
compare the program’s impact with a no-treatment
comparison group. Using the McGill Quality of Life
(QOL) survey and a newly-developed Independent
Living and Working (ILW) instrument, AgrAbility
gathered data both from AgrAbility clients and from
farmers/ranchers with disabilities who had not
received services.

The results: on average, the 196 AgrAbility client
group participants reported: (1) increased QOL levels
of 28%, while the 97 no-treatment comparison group’s
QOL level fell by 4%; and (2) increased ILW levels

of 30%, while the no-treatment comparison group
increased by 8%.

Source: Fetsch, R. J., & National AgrAbility Project Evaluation Committee. (2017,

May 25). “What has AgrAbility achieved? What can we show for it?” Workshop pre-
sented at the National AgrAbility Project Advisory Team Meeting, Indianapolis, IN.

* Supporting self
and others

» Paying taxes

It is estimated that
AgrAbility has provided
direct, on-farm services to
more than 11,900 people
since it began in 1991

plus resources and
indirect services, such as
information/referral,
to hundreds of thousands.

» Engaging family in
client service process

» Supporting caregivers

The www.agrability.org

website receives approximately

13,700 visitor hits per day,
including many from other countries.
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The National AgrAbility Project is supported by AgrAbility
Project, USDA/NIFA Special Project 2016-41590-25880
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Purdue University is an equal access/equal opportunity institution.

As part of USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture, AgrAbility
partners land-grant university Extension services with nonprofit disability organizations
like Goodwill, Easterseals, and centers for independent living, to assist farmers,
ranchers, and other agricultural workers with disabilities.
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