
FARMING WITH 
PURPOSE:
HOW NMAP 
SUPPORTS 
INDIVIDUALS WITH 
I/DD THROUGH 
ADAPTIVE 
APPRENTICESHIP



LEARNING OBJECTIVES
An innovative and replicable model of collaboration within SRAPs to provide 
direct assistance to farmers with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities;

the lived experiences of graduated apprentices about tangible impacts of 
adaptive agricultural apprenticeship programming on their lives

Learn about:

An understanding of possible funding sources and partnershipsDevelop:

techniques/tools to enhance accessibility for farmers with I/DDApply:



TIME TO STRETCH!

Please participate in the ways that feel comfortable for you
• Seated chair stretch
• Standing stretches





ORIGIN
Mandy’s Farm 
founded in 
2000

Community 
need

Alignment of 
interests/resources/
partners

AgrAbility
Apprenticeship 
Program



• Part time training program offered 
• Developed funding structure with 

NM DVR
• First full-time Apprenticeship 

Program began February 2023

Approved for 
first cycle of 

USDA 
NMAP 
funding 

2018-2022

• First graduating class December 
2024

• Second apprenticeship cohort 
began March 4, 2025

Received 
second cycle 
of funding 
2022-2026



PROGRAM 
STRUCTURE

• Program managers
• Program assistants: 

• Job coaching, field 
support

Staff:

• First cycle: 7 graduates
• Second cycle: 6 

apprentices enrolled
• Receive $600 monthly 

stipend 

Apprentices:



 
2 year apprenticeship program 
•Apprentices complete 1,800 hours of 

instruction and field work
•Receive monthly stipend through DVR
•UNM OT students provide assessments
•Apprentices supported to enter 

employment post-program



 

Year One: focus on agricultural 
basics, classroom instruction, 

work skills Year Two: foster 
independence through 

2 days/week off-site 
internship, personal 

plots, job development



Key Program Components

• Person centered supports
• Consultation from UNM OT
• Consultation from NMTAP on assistive 

technology
• Employment values:

• Paid work
• Focus on transition to Community 

Integrated Employment



PHYSICAL 
ACCESSIBILITY



COGNITIVE ACCESSIBILITY



COGNITIVE ACCESSIBILITY



FUNDING SOURCES

USDA NMAP

USDA BFRDP 
awarded for 2024-
2025 (simplified 

standard)

NMDVR

NMDA HSP (for soil 
remediation) Local foundations



IMPACT



BIG CHANGES...



BIG CHANGES...



SNEAK PEEK



CHALLENGES
• Funding

• Stigma

• Soil remediation

• Zoning 



  

THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS?

sophie@mandysfarm.org
505-796-8260

mailto:Sophie@mandysfarm.org
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