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Capstone Students to
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Texas AgrAbility Team

Cheryl Grenwelge Makenzie Thomas Faye McGuire, OTD  Erin Kimbrough Ellie Gandara Castillc

Project Director Program Coordinator. Co-PlI Occupational Therapist & Veteran Programs Manager Migrant & Hispanic Farmworkers

& Disability Specialist Program Manager




Dr. Mary Smith
PhD, OTR/L, RYT

Associate Professor, OT Programs
University of St. Augustine for
Health Sciences

Austin, Texas

Collaborative Team

Dr. Joshua Partheepan Meghan Skidmore

Assistant Professor of Systems Occupational Therapy Doctoral

Engineering Capstone Student

West Texas A&M University University of St.

Canyon, Texas Augustine for Health Sciences
Austin, Texas

Faye McGuire

Occupational Therapy Doctoral
Capstone Student

MGH Institute of Health
Professions

Boston, Massachusetts
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Relationships

with
Universities




Ways to Build Relationships

* Presenting to classes

e Land-Grant University partners/stakeholders
e Re-establishing past partnerships

e |deas?
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Aligning your goals

Grant deliverables

Project goals & outcomes

Needed expertise
Marketability
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How we connected our goals

 Engineer needed for assessment in West Texas

Vocational Rehab not an option for client

Land-Grant University Partner

Occupational Therapy expertise

Capstone experience/internship hours for OTD students
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Developed
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Coordination

e Client confidentiality/release
of information

e Memorandum of
Understanding

e Liability release

e Coordination & timelines
established with partners
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Case Study

Tractor Lift




Assessment

e Texas AgrAbility Team

e Capstone project
oversight

e Capstone students




Design Proposal
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Feedback & Construction
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Case Study

Manlift &
Saddle Lift




Assessment

e Texas AgrAbility Team

e Capstone project
oversight

e Capstone students




Design Proposal
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Feedback & Construction
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Follow-up

Make a follow-up plan in case of any issues

Capstone students graduate

Sharing contact information

Establish follow-through with professor/oversight

Photos & filming to use for story/marketing
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Benefits to AgrAbility ,

e Economic impact of leveraged
services

e Timely delivery of services/products
developed

* |ncreased reach to underserved
areas

* Marketing programs to new
audiences :

e Multi-state reach

Goals & deliverables met b PR o e W R

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION



Impact to the Industry

Gives students hands-on experience
with farmers & ranchers with disabilities

Increased awareness of AgrAbility
programs and support

Increased education and research for
occupational therapists and rural health
practitioners

 Rural health disparities (access to
healthcare, prevalent injuries)
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What We

Learned




Lessons Learned

e Set expectations & timelines

 Must have time to devote to
mentoring/overseeing students

e Communication is key

 Quick turnaround

e Opportunity for ongoing relationships
 Not all relationships end in success

e |tisworth it!
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Funded by

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture
"'_” U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE




Contact Us

> Phone Number
979.321.5226

> Email Address
txagrability@ag.tamu.edu

> Website
txagrability.tamu.edu
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