






Items in Proposal (see examples below) Word Count Who When Notes

Cover page # words You

Project Summary # words Partner 

Project Objectives/Outcomes # words You

Background Rationale and Need # words Partner X

Approach and Methods # words Partners W & X

Outputs # words Partner Y

Outreach # words Partner Y

Evaluation Plan # words You

Untitled Question (Logic Model) # words Partner W

Team Experience and Roles # words Partner X

Response to Reviewers # words You

Past Current and Pending Support Spreadsheet You

Letters Verifying Participation N/A Partner W

Animal Care/Human Subjects Documentn N/A You

Impact on Sust Ag in NCR You

Economic # words You

Environmental X words You

Social x words You

Budget Partner V

Institution DUNS # You

Institution Official Info You

Institution Signoff Sheet You

Notes to user f this format: Be sure to copy this sheet rather than use it directly, or others may be using it and alter what you write down!

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sustag/files/2021/10/Proposal-Management-Worksheet.xlsx
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sustag/files/2021/10/Proposal-Management-Worksheet.xlsx
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sustag/files/2021/10/Proposal-Management-Worksheet.xlsx
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sustag/files/2021/10/Proposal-Management-Worksheet.xlsx










https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/programdevelopment/files/2016/03/LM_UW-Coop-Ext-Logic-Model_WorksheetTableformat.pdf
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/programdevelopment/files/2016/03/LM_UW-Coop-Ext-Logic-Model_WorksheetTableformat.pdf


https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/programdevelopment/files/2016/03/LM_UW-Coop-Ext-Logic-Model_WorksheetTableformat.pdf
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/programdevelopment/files/2016/03/LM_UW-Coop-Ext-Logic-Model_WorksheetTableformat.pdf














http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide
http://www.grants.gov/
https://northcentral.sare.org/grants/


The U.S. Department of Agriculture is committed to working with 
partners and stakeholders toward the sustainability of diverse 
agricultural and food systems, where the sustainability of a system is 
judged by its success in advancing objectives related to the social, 
economic, and environmental dimensions of sustainability. These 
objectives include providing safe and nutritious food for all; 
providing decent incomes and wages for farmers and those working 
across the system; and conserving natural resources for the benefit 
of current and future populations.

https://www.usda.gov/oce/sustainability/definitions




• Agroecology

• Agroforestry

• Beneficial Insects, Pollinator Habitat

• Climate Resilient Agriculture

• Cover Crops

• Crop/Landscape Diversity

• Educating/Mentoring New Farmers/Ranchers

• Farmland Access

• Food Sovereignty

• Holistic/Systems Approaches Integrated Pest Management (IPM)

• Labor Needs and Issues

• Nutrient Management

• Organic Agriculture

• Permaculture 

• Poultry and Small-Scale Livestock Production

• Proactive Weed Management 

• Quality of Life Issues and Improvements

for Family and Community

• Regenerative Agriculture

• Renewable Energy

• Managed Grazing 

• Soil Health  

• Water Quality Improvement/Wetlands

• Value-Added and Direct Marketing

• Wildlife Preservation

• Other______________________
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•Farmer Rancher grants are for ideas initiated by farmers and 
ranchers and are offered as individual grants ($15,000 maximum) or 
team grants for two or more farmers/ranchers who are working 
together ($30,000 maximum).

•Projects may last up to 23 months.

•About 40 projects are funded each year.

•Grants support producers who are protecting natural resources, 
enhancing communities, and boosting profitability.



•Outreach and networking multiply farmer and rancher project results.

•NCR-SARE uses an online grant application system for this program. More 
information is available in the call for proposals.

•The NCR-SARE Administrative Council makes grant-making decisions.

•A sample call for proposals is available throughout the year, but you should 
always consult the current call for proposals when applying.

https://northcentral.sare.org/wp-content/uploads/FRG-Sample-CFP.doc


•Grant applications are reviewed and awarded on an annual timeline.

•Download a presentation about completing a proposal for this grant program.

•Take a look at grants that have been previously funded 
at https://projects.sare.org/search-projects/

•Review the projects funded in the last grant cycle.

•View a map of Farmer Rancher grants that have been funded in the North Central 
region.

https://projects.sare.org/search-projects/
https://northcentral.sare.org/grants/apply-for-a-grant/farmer-rancher-grant/#recent-projects
https://batchgeo.com/map/cf12b87233044ee74f1f410c10c7c07e






Timeline
Timelines are subject to change. Always use the due 
date listed in the current Call for Proposals.
•Mid August – Call for Proposals Released
•Early December – Proposals Due
•February – Funding Decisions are Made
•Spring – Funds Available to Recipients







• A farmer/rancher is someone who raises 

crops or livestock, especially as a business.

• Applicants may be just beginning the 

transition to a more sustainable operation or 

may already be using sustainable practices 

and want to try more.



• We have a strong commitment to diversity.  Proposals 

that involve farmers, ranchers, or youth from 

historically-underserved* populations are encouraged. 

*USDA defines historically-underserved audiences to 

include socially-disadvantaged producers, limited-

resource producers, beginning farmers/ranchers, and 

veterans. They further define socially-disadvantaged 

farmers and ranchers as belonging to the following 

groups: American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, 

Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other 

Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.



1. Clearly define a problem and propose a solution that will work for other farmers and 

ranchers, and that fits the amount of funding and time frame available for the grant project.

2. Involve cooperators who assist with project planning and measuring and sharing project 

results. Cooperators may include Extension educators; staff of local, state, or regional non-

profit groups, local conservation districts, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS); 

or others. 

3. Have a plan to measure and document project results throughout the project.

4. Emphasize outreach such as field days, workshops, publications, social media, 

videos, websites.

5. Demonstrate a good fit with SARE’s mission by explaining how your project will benefit 

other farmers and ranchers economically, ecologically, and socially.   

6. Address reviewer concerns and explain revisions for proposals that are being resubmitted. 





















https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sustag/files/2021/10/Proposal-Management-Worksheet.xlsx
https://growingoutreach.nwf.org/grow-more/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/sustag/resources/in-service-training/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/programdevelopment/files/2016/03/LM_UW-Coop-Ext-Logic-Model_WorksheetTableformat.pdf
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/programdevelopment/files/2016/03/LM_UW-Coop-Ext-Logic-Model_WorksheetTableformat.pdf
https://www.michaelfields.org/grants-advising-resources
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