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AgrAbility

AgrAbility is a non-profit that helps 

farmers, loggers, and fishermen with 

serious medical conditions to keep 

working. 

We are a partnership between the 

land grant (Michigan State) University 

Cooperative Extension Service and a 

non-profit disability services 

organization (Easterseals Michigan).



Heroes to Hives



Beekeeping Clubs and Associations



Assistive Technology

Assistive technology 

(AT) is any item, piece 

or product system that 

is used to maintain or 

improve the functional 

capabilities of persons 

with disabilities.



Physical Challenges

● Common beekeepers’ medical 

conditions include arthritis, back 

injury, carpal tunnel syndrome, 

and musculoskeletal injury

● Impaired activities are mobility to 

the hives, bending over to inspect 

frames, lifting hive bodies, 

grasping frames, moving hives, 

gripping hand tools



Whole Hive Moving



Individual Hive Body Lifts: 2-Person Carrier



Individual Hive Body Lifts: Cranes

https://www.northerntool.com Item# 52837

https://www.northerntool.com/


Hand Tools



Bee Yard Mobility

http://volusiabeekeepers.org ~$250

http://www.greenhousemegastore.com/product/5902

http://burghbees.com/ ~$800

http://volusiabeekeepers.org/
http://www.greenhousemegastore.com/product/5902
http://burghbees.com/




Beehive Access



Beehive Access

www.NorthernTool.com item# 143666

$2200www.Amazon.com item# B00870EJJS

http://www.northerntool.com/
http://www.amazon.com/


Beehive Access



Beehive Access



Beehive Access



Workshop
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Conclusion

Assistive technology in the apiary will 

increase the likelihood of success for a 

beekeeper with medical impairments. 

Beekeeping is a very satisfying enterprise, 

and can be done by workers with medical 

impairments. Modified tools and equipment 

enable tasks that would otherwise be 

impossible or unhealthy for the worker.


