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▪ My Story

▪ Hired in 2014 for the National and Indiana AgrAbility Projects

▪ Part of 3 year Beginning Farmer Rancher Development project at Purdue University.  

Planned and hosted numerous Workshops and Farm tours for Veterans

▪ Started chapter of the Farmer Veteran Coalition in 2017

▪ HGH and Indiana Grown combined label,  presented by Indiana governor

▪ Able to combine the efforts of the FVC-IN with the services that Indiana AgrAbility 

can provide

▪ Over time, became the POC for Veterans in Agriculture at Purdue, Indiana state 

government agencies (Indiana Dept of Veterans Affairs, Indiana Department of 

Agriculture), USDA state offices and most VSOs.

▪ Indiana AgVets project and other projects

▪ Develop Relationships!



AgrAbility and Veterans

▪ AgrAbility has served veterans since its 

inception, but in the past, veteran status wasn’t 

identified in many cases

▪ Currently partnering with programs for farmer 

veterans, like Farmer Veteran Coalition

▪ AgrAbility web page for veterans and beginning 

farmers www.nextmission.us
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http://www.nextmission.us/


The Next Mission: Breaking Down Barriers for Veterans in 
Agriculture - YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkqdhYMwDb0


The Next Mission: Breaking down Barriers 
for Veterans in Agriculture Continued
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Veteran and Beginning 
Farmer Resources

http://www.agrability.org/Resources/Veterans/index.cfm
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DoD Skillbridge Program

Joe Ricker

AgrAbility Intern & DOD Army Skillbridge
Participant

ricker2@purdue.edu

800-825-4264



DoD Skillbridge Program

▪ Overview

▪ My Story

▪ What is DoD Skillbridge?

▪ Service Implementation

▪ How can transitioning Soldiers get into 

agriculture using DoD Skillbridge?



Linda Tarr

AgVet Program Manager

Hoosier Uplands

ltarr@hoosieruplands.org

812-849-4447

mailto:ltarr@hoosieruplands.org
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Indiana AgVets Eligibility

✓ Veterans 

✓ Nat. Guard

✓ Reserves

NOTE:  Participants are not required to have a disability. Project 

staff will address disability issues with each individual as needed.





AgVets Training

Core Trainings
• Program intro

• Safety & health (OSHA 10)

• Pesticide applicator

• (no instructional fees)

Supplemental Training
• Extension, industry training and 

certification programs

• Commercial Driver’s License

• Master Gardener / Naturalist

• Livestock quality assurance

• Many, many more options

• Customized for each AgVet

• Partial or full stipends for 

supplemental training programs



Mentoring and Job Coaching

▪ Interns assigned a job coach/mentor

▪ Develop personalized curriculum

▪ Guidance throughout program

▪ Internship host mentor

▪ Coordinates with project staff and intern

▪ Serves as on-site mentor

▪ Disability services

▪ AgrAbility assists AgVets and host sites to ensure 

accessibility

▪ Counselors & mentors for service-related challenges 

(PTSD)



AgVets Internships
• Stipends paid

• Interns may be placed at:
• Grain, livestock, or specialty farms

• Agribusinesses such as crop 

services, grain handling, machinery 

dealers, etc.

• Nurseries, turf & landscape 

operations, forest products

• Depends on AgVet’s interests!

• Purdue Agricultural Centers 

partnership

• Support from Indiana agribusinesses, 

ag. organizations 

• Sites throughout Indiana





Indiana Veteran Farmer

Workshop Series 2020-2021

Ed Sheldon

AgrAbility Outreach Coordinator

ejsheldo@purdue.edu

800-825-4264



In-person 
workshops

Veterans 
interested in 
agriculture

Varied topics, 
speakers, & 

formats

Resources 
for farmer 
veterans

Technical ag 
information

Networking



Purdue Beck Ag. 

Center

October ’20

January ‘21

Pinney-Purdue 

Farm

September ‘21
Ivy Tech 

Community 

College

July ‘21

Vanderburgh Co. 

4-H Fairgrounds

July ‘21

Feldun-Purdue 

Farm

April ‘21



Intro to 
AgrAbility & 

AgVets

Farmer 
Veteran 

Coalition & 
Funding 
Sources

Catered 
lunch & 

networking

Resources:

Extension, 
NRCS, 

FSA, SARE

Agricultural 
Topics

Typical 
Workshop 

Agenda
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