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Overview

• History of African American Populations in 
Agriculture

• Challenging Views of Agriculture

• Recognizing Cultural Knowledge

• Increasing Accessibility



African American Communities in 
Agriculture
• African American Communities have 

historically been one of the largest 
labor contributors to agriculture within 
the United States

• Currently African Americans make up 
less than 1.3% of all U.S. Farmers



Challenging Views of Agriculture

• Agriculture has been associated with 
slavery and manual labor

• Few realize the impacts of technology 
and scientific advancement on the 
future of agriculture



Recognizing Cultural Knowledge

• Communities of Color often share 
knowledge via storytelling or narratives

– This knowledge is often discounted 
by broader society until proven by 
scientific research



Increasing Accessibility

• Outreach to African American farmers 
has decreased since desegregation

• Many African American farmers are 
unaware of available resources to 
support farming or about non-farm 
related agricultural employment


