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2/2/2021 Ryan Rausch 
 
 
 
 
Kara Beech 

Wyoming Institute for Disabilities 
Wyoming Assistive Technology 
Resources 
 
 
Wyoming Center on Aging 

Teaching Older Adults Technology during 
COVID: Wyoming’s Tech2Connect Project  

Social distancing due to the COVID-19 Pandemic has made training difficult for most 
service organizations. Compound the social distancing protocols with a client who has 
little to no experience with technology and training seems near impossible. Wyoming’s 
Tech2Connect Project will discuss strategies for teaching older adults how to use 
technology in these unprecedented times. Wyoming’s Tech2Connect Project will share 
from its experience working with Wyoming Senior Centers to teach older adults how to 
use technology to decrease social isolation and connect to virtual resources.   

2/9/2021 Abbie Spackman AgrAbility PA Worksite Assessment Networking This unconferencing session is geared for staff members who are actively providing 
worksite assessments. Meet staff from other SRAPs who are providing assessments, 
obtain their contact information and swap ideas. Share tips on what tools you carry, 
safety concerns and how to address the chief complaint while finding the hidden 
obstacles. Participate in an "I Spy" activity to sharpen your farm assessment skills.  
 
This session should be helpful to those who are newer to providing assessments AND 
experienced staff.  

2/16/2021 Kelly Gagnon AgrAbility of Illinois & Grit HQ 21 Tools & Strategies to Work Smarter not 
Harder 

Do you feel like your spinning your wheels? Are you overworked and underpaid? Are 
you constantly thinking... there has to be a better way?  
This session is for all, farmers, practitioners, healthcare professionals and AgrAbility 
program staff who are interested in approaching work and life with increased efficiency 
and effectiveness. Walk away with strategies, mindset shifts, and specific digital tools 
you can use to increase the ROI of your work! 

2/23/2021 Bill Field, Ed.D. National AgrAbility Project, 
Purdue University 

Enhancing AgrAbility Services 
Through Preparing Successful 
Requests for Funding 

AgrAbility funding from USDA/NIFA has remained the same for basically the last 25 
years. If AgrAbility programs are to enhance or expand services, external support will 
be needed. Building relationships with potential supporters and encouraging them to 
buy in are skills needed by all AgrAbility staff. 

3/2/2021 Laura Plummer Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services 

Assistive Technology: Programs and 
Partners for Making Technology 
Happen 

Assistive technology programs and services are often an untapped resource for 
ensuring collaborative service delivery. Technology is evolving at a rapid pace which 
allows people with disabilities greater access for work, life, and community yet it also 
means that one person can never know it all! Learning about new devices and the 
opportunities they present for unique solutions takes time and collaboration. This 
session will provide an overview of the solutions and programs available to meet the 
needs when resources are stretched thin. Participants will learn about the Assistive 
Technology Act and how it can serve as an ideal model for getting assistive technology 
into the hands of people with disabilities, their families, and service providers.  
 
Participants will have a hands-on opportunity to learn about and use various types of 
assistive technology. Case examples and discussion will enhance the lecture and 
demonstration formats of this session. 



AgrAbility NTW Virtual Session Descriptions 

3/9/2021 Ned Stoller Easterseals Michigan Are Clients Slipping Through the 
Cracks? 

With 40+ active cases to manage and 100 or more clients served annually by multiple 
staff from different organizations in different locations, it is very likely that individual 
clients might be forgotten. Are you stressed out about how to keep track of it all? Who 
is the highest priority person to follow up with when time is short and to-do lists are 
long? Come learn together from other AgrAbility staff how to make sure clients are 
getting timely services, how to keep good case notes, how to work together statewide, 
and not let the clients get lost in the shuffle. 

3/16/2021 Susan Harris UNL Extension and Nebraska 
AgrAbility 

Communicating with 
Farmers Under Stress 

This workshop, created by a team at Michigan State University, addresses how stress 
manifests itself in our bodies and how signs and symptoms can vary in different people. 
Techniques are taught for active listening and approaching someone who is 
experiencing chronic stress. Participants will leave the workshop with more confidence 
in having necessary awkward conversations, rather than ignoring or avoiding such 
confrontations. 

3/23/2021 Jeff Kratochwill Easter Seals Wisconsin Low Cost Farm 
Assistive Technology 

Technology has become a large part of farms today, whether it is to make a job easier 
or make a process more efficient.  Presenter will 
be talking about various assistive technologies and ways these technologies can be 
used on the farm.  

3/30/2021 Dr. Crystal Kyle Biological Science Specialist  
Institute of Youth, Family, and 
Community  
USDA  

Best Practices when 
working with Service Connected Disabled 
Veterans 

A number of veterans are entering agriculture and reported huge success in 
therapeutic properties of agriculture. They are working closer with their civilian 
counterparts to grow food for our nation and contribute to improving food security 
across the country. Many of these veterans transition to communities with little to no 
training and counseling on how to interact with civilians. Furthermore, civilians often 
have not had specific training on how to engage and interact with veterans. This 
presentation will highlight some key characteristics of veterans and then present some 
helpful tools for those who will be working to assist military veterans in or entering 
agriculture. The presenter is a combat veteran who now farms, is a mental health 
researcher, and works with disabled veterans.  

 


