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Overview of ATVs and UTVs 
❖ UTV - Utility Task Vehicle

Also referred to as:

❖ Side-by-side

❖ Utility Vehicle

❖ ROV - Recreational Off-highway 
Vehicle

❖ RTV – Rough Terrain Vehicle

❖ Or by brand/model names (Gator, 
Ranger, Mule…) 

❖ ATV - All Terrain Vehicle

Also referred to  as:

❖ 4-wheeler

❖ 3-wheeler (no longer manufactured)

❖ Quad

❖ ROV - Recreational Off-highway 

Vehicle



Overview of ATVs and UTVs 
❖ UTV

❖ Larger and heavier than ATV

❖ Often has cargo box

❖ Bench seating and passenger 

accommodations

❖ ROPS and seatbelts

❖ Enclosed operator station (optional)

❖ Operating controls similar to a car 

❖ ATV

❖ Typically smaller

❖ One passenger (most models)

❖ Usually all-wheel suspension

❖ Straddle seating

❖ Operating controls similar to 

motorcycles



Safety Procedures

❖ Read operators manual

❖ Never transport riders in cargo area

❖ Match speed to terrain

❖ Slow down for turns

❖ Do not overload

❖ Distribute loads evenly

❖ Avoid operation on public roads

❖ Keep all tires on ground

❖ Secure load

Note: Local regulations may permit 

operation on public roads



Body Movement to Maintain Stability 
(ATV)

Climbing hills

❖ Stand on pegs/running boards and lean forward

Descending hills

❖ Slide back on seat and lean backwards

Maneuvering over obstacles

❖ Stand on pegs/running board to absorb energy of 
bounce in your legs

Turning corners

❖ Lean into the turn

Note: Added weight from cargo changes the 

dynamics of how the ATV will handle. 



Body Movement to Maintain Stability

Operators with mobility or stability 
impairments should consider UTVs or 
golf carts as an alternative to an ATV.

UTV and golf cart operators maintain 
a neutral posture in a more secure 
operator station.

Note: Added weight from cargo changes the 

dynamics of how the ATV will handle. 



Farm and Ranch Applications 
❖ Increase mobility

❖ Tow/move implements

❖ Transport supplies

❖ Check fence lines

❖ Spray chemicals

❖ Feed animals

❖ Take soil samples

❖ Map fields

❖ Inspect crops

❖ Mark timber

❖ Mow grass

❖ Move dirt/plow snow



Farm and Ranch Applications 



Farm and Ranch Applications

Increase mobility

❖ Added steps

❖ Passenger seat can be 

folded or removed to 

place walker/wheelchair

❖ Access is easier on UTVs 

or golf carts vs ATVs



Farm and Ranch Applications
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Farm and Ranch Applications

Tow/move implements

❖ UTVs can weigh up to 4-5 

times that of a ATV, 

allowing improved towing 

capability

❖ UTV towing capacity up to 

2,500 lbs

❖ Avoid towing implements 

beyond the capability of 

the machine



Farm and Ranch Applications

Transport supplies 

❖ Most UTVs feature a dump 

cargo bed

❖ This can be manual or 

assisted

❖ Cargo box capacity up to 

1,000 lbs

❖ Front and rear racks on 

ATVs can be used to secure 

cargo or implements



Farm and Ranch Applications

Farm/ranch maintenance

❖ Accessories include

❖ Sprayer

❖ Seed/fertilizer spreader

❖ Mounted attachments (soil 

sampler, mapping, plow, 

mower, disc, seeder, etc.) 

❖ Used as a mobile 

workbench and tool 

transport





Farm and Ranch Applications

Livestock 

❖ Calf catcher

❖ Feeding



Meeting Your Accessibility Needs

ATVs

❖ More difficult to mount/dismount as most models feature straddle seating 

❖ Use caution when carrying heavy cargo as this can have significant affects on the 

stability / center of gravity

❖ Can be difficult to steer with limited upper body strength/support

UTVs 

❖ Car-like seating posture

❖ Optional enclosed operator station (some with heat and AC)

❖ Optional power steering (can add car-type hand controls)

❖ Standard seatbelts and ROPS assists with operator stability and safety 
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Meeting Your Accessibility Needs

❖ UTVs with added doors and hand controls allow for an operator experience 

similar to a highway vehicle 

❖ Golf carts have also been successfully used to increase mobility on the farm and 

ranch…phed mobility



Meeting Your Accessibility Needs



Accessibility All Seasons

❖ Factory installed and 

aftermarket cabs are available

❖ Some manufacturers offer 

heated and AC equipped 

models

❖ Front front and rear windshields 

are available. Many are hinged 

to tip-out for increased 

ventilation during summer 

months. 



ATV Operation 

❖ Parking brake

❖ Hand brake

❖ Foot brake

❖ Hand/Thumb throttle

❖ Fuel-supply shut-off

❖ Ignition switch

❖ Clutch

❖ Shift lever

❖ Kill switch

❖ Winch equipped (optional)



UTV Operation 

❖ Parking brake

❖ Foot brake and throttle

❖ Ignition switch

❖ Shift lever

❖ Bed dump

❖ ROPS with seat belts

❖ Bench seating (multiple 

passengers)

❖ Doors

❖ Enclosed cabin (optional)

❖ Winch equipped (optional) 



Understand Your Local 
Regulations

❖ Many jurisdictions allow 

farmers to operate 

ATV/UTV/golf carts on public 

county roads

❖ Even areas with restrictions 

may still allow use of these 

vehicles with exemptions 

pertaining to farm use or 

disability. 

❖ Some states now require all 

passengers under the age of 

18 to wear a helmet (even on 

private property)



UTV Price Ranges

❖ Kubota UTV- Cab, Heat, AC, gasoline 

engine ~$22,000

❖ John Deere UTV- Cab, Heat, AC, 

gasoline engine ~ $23,000

❖ Polaris Ranger 3 seat ~ $15-18,000

❖ Polaris Ranger 6 seat ~ starting at 

$17,000
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ATV Price Ranges

❖ Honda ATV 4x4 – $5-9,000

❖ Polaris ATV Sportsman - $6-12,000



Golf Cart Utility Vehicle Price 
Ranges

❖ Utility 4x2 ~$7-10,000

❖ Utility 4x4 ~ $12-17,000

❖ Street Legal ~ $16,000



Questions


