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New York Center for Agricultural Medicine 
and Health-NYCAMH

Northeast Center for Occupational Health-
NEC



Bassett Healthcare Network
Based in Cooperstown, NY
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NYCAMH

Established by NY State 
Legislature 1987

Research into causes of increased 
rates of illness and injury in NY 
agriculture

Prevention activities

Education of farm community and 
professionals serving this 
community

Clinical services



The NEC Coverage Area

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-cover ME to WV
-work with foresters/loggers, farmers and fishermen



THE MANY FACES OF NYCAMH

HEALTHWORKS
NYCAMH
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
NYCAMH is several; different organizations rolled into one 

NEC- NIOSH funded AFF center, Eleven centers around the country – one in Wisc is dedicated to child injuries on farms and the seven others may have some child activities, but for the most part, focus upon problems of adults workers in agriculture.  
As the NEC we cover the NE states
As NYCAMH, we cover all of NY
And because we are a department of Bassett Healthcare, we provide services in the Bassett catchment area of 9 counties in CNY, with our Healthworks department.
We are also a NYSDOH funded occupational health clinic, there are a network of about 6 of those in NYS, but we are the only one that specializes in ag Occ health.



NEC’s Mission: “Enhance the health of AFF 
workers by identifying priority health and 
safety issues and working with AFF 
communities and stakeholders to develop 
prevention solutions."
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ten centers around the country – one in Wisc is dedicated to child injuries on farms and the seven others may have some child activities, but for the most part, focus upon problems of adults workers in agriculture.  



NEC STAFF EXPERTISE

•Epidemiologists
•Biostatisticians
•Social worker
•Information specialist
•OH nurses
•Educators
•Physicians
•Bilingual safety specialists 
•etc… Identify 

Hazards

Develop 
Programs

Provide 
Healthcare

Health 
Assessments

Case Work

Provide 
Training
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Identify 
Hazards

Health 
Assessments
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www.nycamh.org
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My Background

MS, Ag Safety, 
Purdue University
BS, Ag Education, 
UNH -TSAS

Dairy Farm Worker
Assistant Herdsman 
Farm Machinery 
Operator
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Heavy 
Equipment 
Operator 

NY Air National 
Guard
23 years
MSgt (Ret)

My Background





Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing Research

Advisory Board  | 2016

FEDERAL FUNDING (CDC)

The Northeast

STATE FUNDING (DOH)

Occupational Health and Safety Services New York

STATE FUNDING (DOL)

Agricultural safety training and worksite inspections New York

OTHER FUNDING 

Farm Emergency Mapping, John May Safety Fund New York

FUNDING SOURCES
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The Northeast 
Center

Penn State-
Grain Bin Entry 

Research

John Hopkins 
University-Fishing 

App Evaluation

UMASS Lowell-
Lobster CBPR 
Intervention

NEC-PTO Influence 
Strategies

NEC-Forestry Injury 
and Health 

Surveillance

NEC-
Surveillance

NEC Emerging 
Issues Program

NEC Pilot Studies 
Program

NEC-Evaluation 
Program

2016-2021 Center Projects

NEC-Outreach 
Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Most research projects are 5 year projects with the exception of the JHU project, which will be a three year project and the Penn State project, which will be a four year project if funded. 
-Some funding will cover NEC administrative functions (those featured in teal)
-Grain Bin is waiting for review to establish funding
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Farming is Dangerous



Farming is a gamble
Used to risk
Generally do not view 
safety hazards as big 
risks to worry about

Farming and Risk
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Farm Hazards
• Traumatic injuries 
• Respiratory 
• Noise/hearing loss 
• Chemical/pesticide exposures 
• Musculoskeletal disorders 
• Environmental
• Health and wellness 
• Stress 
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Types of Incidents

• Tractors
• Machinery-related (PTO’s, power shafts, augers)
• Roadway/motor vehicle incidents
• Slips and falls (from ladders, hay mows, into 

manure pits, etc.) 
• Livestock handling (cows, bulls, horses)
• Asphyxiation/Engulfments (manure gases, grain 

bins, silos)
• Musculoskeletal injuries
• Hand injuries
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Agriculture has Unique Aspects

• Use large machinery and equipment 
• Lots of older equipment still in service
• Large animals
• Senior farmers at risk

• What is the retirement age in 
farming?

• Immigrant workers and language 
barriers

• Children perform farm work or are 
exposed to hazards
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Deaths to Youths on Farms

Around 100 kids 
killed on US farms 
each year

(under 20 years old)
2/3 are bystander 
deaths

• 33 injured each day
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Agriculture has Unique Aspects

• Operate in some hazardous conditions
Extreme weather, steep slopes, long hours could have 2nd

job, work alone for long periods of time

• EMS services not always readily available
• Increased exposure for motor vehicle 

crashes
• OSHA health & safety standards not 

enforced on small farms (less than 11 
employees)
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New York Ag Fatalities

2014 -22
2013-16
2012-13
2011-19
2010-27
2009-14
2008 - 20
2007- 22
2006 - 25

2016 – 12
Most were tractor 
rollovers (5)
•Struck-by incidents (5)

2015 - 19 deaths



Main Types of Tractor Related Fatalities

Overturns
•most common

Runovers
Power take off 
(PTO) 
entanglements
Roadway 
incidents
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THE NATIONAL ROPS REBATE PROGRAM

Board of Trustees Meeting | May 2017

Pilot 
Research

2006

Statewide 
Program 

PA, VT &NH 
Expansion
2010-2011

Add MA, 
WI, MN,
2013-16
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THE NATIONAL ROPS REBATE PROGRAM

Board of Trustees Meeting | May 2017NEC Services | March 20, 2018



THE NATIONAL ROPS REBATE PROGRAM

Board of Trustees Meeting | May 2017NEC Services | March 20, 2018

1-877-ROPS-R4U
(1-877-767-7748)

info@ROPSr4u.com
www.ROPSr4U.com

mailto:info@ROPSr4u.com


New York ROPS Retrofit Rebate Program
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• Launched November 2006

• No more than $500 out of Pocket

• Toll-free hotline

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A total of 2,570 tractors have been retrofitted through this program to date. 1,626 of those were in NY. In NY we know of 16 rollovers and 9 falling object events reported to us that had the potential to be life threatening.



NEC Mini Grants
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Pilot Project Funding 

Up to $15,000 mini grant for one year projects

• Lay groundwork for larger, multi year projects

• Identify emerging health & safety issues in 
Farming, Fishing or Forestry

• Identify innovative and Effective means for 
reducing/eliminating workplace hazards



NEC Mini Grants
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RFP will be out in April
Eligibility Criteria:

• Research or outreach activities conducted in: ME, MA, 
NH, VT, CT, RI, DE, NY, PA, MD, NJ, or WV

• Preference given to proposals that support goals of 
NEC

• Application can be accessed at: 
http://www.necenter.org/activities/feasiility

http://www.necenter.org/activities/feasiility


Farm Partners
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Confidential assistance to farmers and their 
families with stress related issues

Provides:
• One-on-one support
• Grief support
• Assistance with aid 

applications
• Finds assistive 

technology for disabled 
farmers







Outreach to Farm Community
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On-Farm Safety Program

Farm Emergency
Response Program

Safety presentations and 
outreach for the farm community



NYCAMH On-Farm Safety Program
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1. Safety Surveys
2. Safety Training

Funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Labor Hazard 
Abatement Board  Over 20 years!

Any type of agricultural 
business:

•Dairy
•Vegetable
•Orchard
•Greenhouse
•Horse



Farm Safety Surveys
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Safety Audits :

•Identify hazards

•Consultation

•Template written 
programs for the “OSHA 
Dairy Dozen”

•Follow-up to see if 
improvements were 
made

















On-Farm Safety Training
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•45 to 60 minutes in 
length
•Farm specific/Spanish



www.nycamh.com
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NYCAMH Dairy LEP Web Page



NYCAMH Farm Emergency Response Program

American Heart Association

Provide training in first response to farm 
workers
How to handle emergencies
Free CPR and First Aid training
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FREE Fire Safety Training

NEC Services | March 20, 2018

NYCAMH Farm Emergency Response Program



NYCAMH Farm Emergency Response Program
Ag hazard awareness training for emergency personnel
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Personal Protective Equipment
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Products we sell:

• Hearing protection
• Respiratory 
• Chemical protection
• Eye protection
• PTO shields
• SMV emblems



Retrofit PTO Shields
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Retrofit PTO Shields
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Prices:
Small Shield $59
Large Shield $77



Bare-Co Lever Release
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Respirator Fit Testing
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On-Farm Respirator Fit Testing for half-
face and disposable respirators

For Fee Service
• Takes seven minutes
• A hood is placed on the head
• One type of spray is used, bitter or

sweet, depending on the sensitivity of 
the person

• Respirator fits if no flavor is detected



JOHN MAY FARM SAFETY FUND
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cost sharing program to make safety improvements on smaller farms.
Launched two years ago
For a project to be considered eligible it must directly improve safety on the farm



Who can apply?
• Resident of NY State 
• Active farmer (Full or Part-time)
• Any commodity
• Annual gross farm income of $10,000 -

$349,999, OR dairy farm less than 700 
mature cows
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Eligibility guidelines of the grant



How does it work?
• Simple application
• Safety survey from NYCAMH
• Pays 50% of the cost up to 

$5000
• Cattle handling equipment
• Electrical upgrades
• Eye wash stations
• Silo ladders
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grant application process.  The most common improvements funded through the grant have been cattle squeeze chutes for beef operations.



Mobile Occupational Clinic
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Cholesterol Checks
Hearing Testing
Vision Testing
Blood Pressure Screening
Immunizations (cost associated)
Skin Cancer Screening (subject to 
provider availability)
Respirator fit testing



Title | Date

Farmers Occupational Health Clinic
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IMPROVED HEALTHCARE

Online Farmworker Occupational Health Resource
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://farmworkercliniciansmanual.com/
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Other NE Resources
Northeast Agricultural Safety and Health 
Coalition-NEASHC
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Other NE Resources

• Penn State Agricultural Safety and Health Program
https://extension.psu.edu/business-and-operations/farm-safety

• University Of Maine Cooperative Extension
https://extension.umaine.edu/agriculture/farm-safety/

• Migrant Health Centers

• State Departments of Labor Onsite Consultation 
Services

• OSHA Compliance Assistance Specialists

https://extension.psu.edu/business-and-operations/farm-safety
https://extension.umaine.edu/agriculture/farm-safety/


National FARMEDIC Training Program

www.farmedic.com



PAgricultural Rescue Training

www.farmemergencies.psu.edu
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Please contact us for any 
information about our 
services:
Phone: (800) 343-7527

www.nycamh.com

Thank you!
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