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District Conservationist
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Local Federal Contact for the County

Help with Cropland, Pastureland, Forest, and Wildlife Land 
uses 

Assist Landowners with Conservation
Administer Farm Bill Programs
Complete Conservation Planning
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The Dust Bowl


















Phoenix, Arizona










Water Quality Issues
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Conservation Technical 
Assistance 

Farm Bill Conservation 
Programs for Financial 
Assistance
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Farm Bill Conservation Programs
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Erosion

Organic Matter Depletion

Excessive Plant Pest Pressure

Nutrient, Sediment, Bio-Solid Runoff

Compaction

Wildlife Habitat Degradation 

Surface and Ground Water
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Degenerative vs Regenerative Agriculture

Soil USDA Tolerable Soil Loss =2T

CtxD2 Crider-Frederick silt loams, karst, 6 to 20 percent slopes, eroded [5.0 (2T = 10)] 10 Tons Per Year is “Tolerable”

Farming Rotation Soil Loss-Tons/Acre/Year

15 % Slope T=10 Tons/AC/YR

No Till Corn - No Till Beans - Wheat Cover Crop 1.6

Turbo Till Corn, Turbo Till Beans 40

Turbo Till Corn-Wheat CC, Turbo Till Beans-Wheat CC 21

20% Slope T= 10 Tons/AC/YR

No Till Corn - No Till Beans - Wheat Cover Crop 2.3

Turbo Till Corn, Turbo Till Beans 58

Turbo Till Corn-Wheat CC, Turbo Till Beans-Wheat CC 32



Helping People Help the Land.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





Natural Resources Conservation Service

Helping People Help the Land. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Conservation Practices and Opportunities
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Erosion

Inadequate Structure and Composition

Organic Matter Depletion

Excessive Nutrients , Bio-solids from Runoff

Undesirable Plant Productivity & Health

Inadequate Feed and Forage
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Before AfterDuring

Northeast Indiana





Before AfterDuring

Clinton County, Indiana

















Monarch Specialty Habitat General Pollinator Habitat



 NRCS recently launched a special effort to 
improve habitat for monarch butterflies in 10 
Midwest and Southern Plains states to address 
diminishing populations of this important species 
due to the decline of native plants like milkweed. 

 This targeted effort will invest $4 million in 2016 
to help combat the decline of this important 
pollinator.

 We will focus on conservation practices that 
provide buffer habitat along waterways and in 
wetlands, cover crops and pasture management 
and that increase soil health, control invasive 
species and provide other beneficial wildlife 
habitat.
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Who Can & How To Apply

• Property owners or tenants need to set up 
their eligibility with FSA

• Farm & Tract Number
• Deed or Lease

• Comply with Highly Erodible Land/Wetland 
Conservation

• Complete your Adjusted Gross Income form
• Develop your conservation plan with your 

District Conservationist or SWCD Technician





Thank you for your conservation efforts!
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Evan Smith, US Army (Ret.)
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Veteran Emphasis Program Manager
812-279-8117 ext 3
Evan.smith@in.usda.gov

Any Questions?


