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Assist Landowners with Conservation
Administer Farm Bill Programs
Complete Conservation Planning
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Why The Natural Resources Conservation
dervice Exists

The Dust Bowl
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The Issue Still Remains Today




Present Day — Phoenix, Arizona




Present Day — Phoenix, Arizona




Present Day — Phoenix, Arizona -



It’s Not Just the Dust Storms
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Water Quality Issues







Lake Erie — Present Day Toxic Algal Bloom










Causing Catastrophic Damage. -




How Can NRCS Help?

Conservation Technical
Assistance

Farm Bill Conservation
Programs for Financial
Assistance

Helping People Help the Land.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



NRCS Programs and Cost Share
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Farmer or
Rancher

N

Designation Documentation Needed
/Begirming If the participant can provide one IRS Form 1040 from the last 10 years

that shows that the participant did not file schedule F, the participant is
eligible as a beginning farmer or rancher. Exception: Participants with
nonindustrial private forestland must provide evidence satisfactory to the
STC to verify that the participant has not had definitive decision making
authority over the land for 10 consecutive years.

A\

Veteran Farmer
or Rancher

If the individual can provide one IRS Form 1040 from the last 10 years that
shows that the participant did not file Schedule F and can provide a DD
Form 214 (Report of Separation) documenting discharge or release under
conditions other than dishonorable, the individual has documented criteria
to be considered eligible as a veteran farmer or rancher. For a legal entity
or joint operation to be considered a VFR entity, all members must meet
the definition of VFR. Exception: Participants with nonindustrial private
forestland must provide evidence satisfactory to the STC




Excessive Plant Pest Pressure

Wildlife Habitat Degradation

Helping People Help the Land. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Do You See Any Resource Concerns?

(ereal Rye
Clover




Degenerative vs Regenerative Agriculture

Soil USDA Tolerable Soil Loss =2T
CtxD2 Crider-Frederick silt loams, karst, 6 to 20 percent slopes, eroded [5.0 (2T = 10)] 10 Tons Per Year is “Tolerable”
Farming Rotation Soil Loss-Tons/Acre/Year

15 9% Slope T=10 Tons/AC/YR

No Till Corn - No Till Beans - Wheat Cover Crop

Turbo Till Corn, Turbo Till Beans

06

Turbo Till Corn-Wheat CC, Turbo Till Beans-Wheat CC

20% Slope T=10 Tons/AC/YR

©

No Till Corn - No Till Beans - Wheat Cover Crop

Turbo Till Corn, Turbo Till Beans 58

©

Turbo Till Corn-Wheat CC, Turbo Till Beans-Wheat CC

Helping People Help the Land. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Cover Crop Benefiis and Mixes
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ve Radish
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Excessive Nutrients , Bio-solids from Runoff

Organic Matter Depletion

Inadequate Structure and Composition

Erosion
~—___________ lindesirable Plant Productivity & Health



Livestock Interior Rotational Grazing Fence




Sink Hole and Pond Exclusion Fence
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ground lewvel

sch 40
PWE pipeline

Energy Free tank
*all weather seal T

bottom of tank

Axd welded
wire fabric

concreis

minimum 47

B" compacted
#7353 stone sub
base

12" minimum PYWE or tile pipe casing
*extend pipe 1" abowve concrete pad
and 4' below ground

Slope concrete 1/4 in per foot for
drainage.
Rough broom finish for traction.

=ch 40 PWC pipe
| 30" min depth

INSTALL ACCORDING TO MANUFACTURER'S SPECIFICATIONS.

Helping People Help the Land.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Access Road & Heavy Use Area Protection




Grassed Waterways




Grassed Waterways




Grassed Waterways




brassed Waterway and Structure




Water Quality Structures




Gully Repair




Two Stage Diich




Wetland Development




Wetland Development




Heavy Use Area Protection




Disaster Relief




Roofed Dry Stacks




Animal Waste Storage Pond




Stream Crossing with Water Access




(reating Pollimator Habitat




Monarch Butterily Habitat

so  NRCS recently launched a special effort to
improve habitat for monarch butterflies in 10
Midwest and Southern Plains states to address
diminishing populations of this important species
due to the decline of native plants like milkweed.

s> This targeted effort will invest $4 million in 2016
to help combat the decline of this important
pollinator.

s> We will focus on conservation practices that
provide buffer habitat along waterways and in
wetlands, cover crops and pasture management
and that increase soil health, control invasive
species and provide other beneficial wildlife
habitat.



Indiana District Conservationist Map




Who Can & How To Apply

- Property owners or tenants need to set up
their eligibility with FSA

- Farm & Tract Number
- Deed or Lease

- Comply with Highly Erodible Land/Wetland
Conservation

- Complete your Adjusted Gross Income form

- Develop your conservation plan with your
District Conservationist or SWCD Technician

Helping People Help the Land. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



Any Questions?

Evan Smith, US Army (Ret.)

District Conservationist

Veteran Emphasis Program Manager
812-279-8117 ext 3

Evan.smith@in.usda.gov - =
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