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Basic Webinar Instructions
• Audio available through computer or 

phone.
• Check sound via Communicate menu at top 

left
• Closed captions: use arrow to expand or 

contact the Media Viewer window. You may 
have to enter some log-in information.

• Expand/contract any of the windows in the 
right-hand column with the arrows. May 
need to do this to see video of presenter.

• Expand/contract the size of the right-hand 
column.



Basic Webinar Instructions
Questions and comments
– Click Chat icon at top right of screen 

(it should turn blue). Enter message in 
box, choose who to send it to, and 
click send. You may enter questions 
about the presentation at any time. 
Please send to “All Panelists”.

– In addition, during the Q & A period, 
if you have a web microphone, click 
the “Raise Hand” icon to indicate that 
you have a question. We will enable 
your microphone or phone 
connection.



Basic Webinar Instructions
• 4 quick survey questions + opportunity 

to share comments
• Session recorded and archived with 

PowerPoint files at 
www.agrability.org/Online-Training

• Problems: use chat window or email 
jonesp@purdue.edu

http://www.agrability.org/Online-Training/archived
mailto:jonesp@purdue.edu


• AgrAbility: USDA-sponsored program that assists farmers, 
ranchers, and other agricultural workers with disabilities.

–Partners land-grant universities with disability services 
organizations.  Currently 20 state projects

–National AgrAbility Project: Led by Purdue’s Breaking 
New Ground Resource Center. 

–Partners include:
•Goodwill of the Finger Lakes
•APRIL (Association of Programs for 
Rural Independent Living
•Colorado State University
• Washington State University

–More information available at www.agrability.org

http://www.agrability.org/


Welcome from 
the National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

(NIFA)





AgrAbility Admin. Oversight at NIFA

Caroline Crocoll 
Division Director 
Family & Consumer Sciences

Brad Rein 
Division Director 
Agricultural Systems 



AgrAbility Program Oversight at NIFA

Aida Balsano, Ph. D.   
National Program Leader 
Division of Family & Consumer Sciences 
Institute of Youth, Family and Community 

Steven Thomson, Ph. D.  
National Program Leader 
Division of Agricultural Systems 
Institute of Food Production and Sustainability  



AgrAbility Team at NIFA

Lelan Dixon, M.A.  
Program Specialist with DAS/IFPS

Marietta Pannell  
Program Assistant with DAS/IFPS



FY 2018 in Focus



NIFA in FY 2018 

▪ Continuing Resolution (4th in 2018) 
▪ Funds NIFA activities for the next three weeks
▪ At approx. 2017 level 

▪ NIFA will continue to release Requests for Applications 
(RFA) for competitive programs. 
▪ AgrAbility RFA expected to be released in February, 2018. 



AgrAbility in FY 2017 

Farm Safety funding line (which includes AgrAbility & 
Youth Farm Safety) was at $4,610,000  

▪ After administrative costs, approximately $4.1 million was 
allocated toward AgrAbility 
▪ 18 continuing (17 SRAPs and 1 NAP) and 3 new SRAPs
▪ SRAPs received up to $180,000
▪ NAP received $531,000  

▪ For details: http://cris.csrees.usda.gov/cgi-
bin/starfinder/0?path=fastlink1.txt&id=anon&pass=&search=cg=*-41590-
*&format=WEBTITLESG

http://cris.csrees.usda.gov/cgi-bin/starfinder/0?path=fastlink1.txt&id=anon&pass=&search=cg=*-41590-*&format=WEBTITLESG


http://www.agrability.org/contact-lists/

http://www.agrability.org/contact-lists/


Continuation Grants Process in 2018 

▪ Current awardees will not need to go through Grants.gov. Submit 

continuation applications directly to NIFA AgrAbility Program 

Leads. 

▪ Letters will be coming out soon with more information on how to 

submit your continuation applications. 

▪ If you are experiencing any issues with your continuations or 

continuation applications, let us know how we can assist. 



Youth Farm Safety Education and Certification 
FY2017

• Continue the national coordinated approach of providing 
agricultural safety and health education for youth 

• $100,000 per year for up to 4 years; 3 awards. 

• SAY National Clearinghouse Project – to continue efforts made to date 
with SAY Clearinghouse.   

• YFSEC Instructor Training Project – to support recruitment and 
training of youth farm safety instructors in currently available youth 
farm safety curricula.

• YFSEC Youth Training Project – to continue with development of 
new/enhancement of current youth farm safety curricula, 
implementation/piloting of those curricula with youth, and evaluation 
of youth training. 



Beginning Farmer and Rancher 
Development Program

 In FY 2018, approximately $17.7 million available 
 2018 RFA was released in November. Applications due Feb. 8, 2018. 

 For all projects funded from 2009 to 2016 (256 projects), click on “Read 
the Abstract” at: nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/beginning-farmer-
and-rancher-development-program-bfrdp. 

 The Digital Library of the BFRDP clearinghouse, FarmAnswers.org, has 
over 4,000 items: publications, videos, apps, on-line courses, and more. 

https://nifa.usda.gov/funding-opportunity/beginning-farmer-and-rancher-development-program-bfrdp
https://farmanswers.org/


NCERA197: Agricultural Safety and 
Health Research and Extension

• Initiated 2000  
• Members: 17 LGU’s, 2Canada, 2 NIOSH

– Summarize the research literature, engineering needs and outreach 
opportunities related to agricultural safety and health; 

– Encourage more research and outreach by land grant universities; 
and 

– Support youth safety activities encourage increased standards 
activity to reduce hazards and risks of agricultural work.

• Received 2014 North Central Region Award for 
Excellence 

https://www.nimss.org/projects/17236

https://www.nimss.org/projects/17236


https://newfarmers.usda.gov/

https://newfarmers.usda.gov/


Rural America at a Glance 

To access the report: 
https://www.ers.usda.gov/p
ublications/pub-
details/?pubid=85739

https://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/pub-details/?pubid=85739


https://twitter.com/USDA_NIFA

http://nifa.usda.gov/

https://twitter.com/USDA_NIFA
http://nifa.usda.gov/


Stay Connected 

Aida Balsano 
National Program Leader (Primary) for the AgrAbility Program  

abalsano@nifa.usda.gov
202-720-4436 

Steven Thomson 
National Program Leader (Secondary) for the AgrAbility Program  

Steven.J.Thomson@nifa.usda.gov
202-401-6301

mailto:abalsano@nifa.usda.gov
mailto:Steven.J.Thomson@nifa.usda.gov




Thank You! 
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