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Please stand by for realtime captions.



Good afternoon and welcome to the AgrAbility webinar series. My name is Paul Jones and I managed a national AgrAbility project here at Purdue University. Today is our fifth whether and the AgrAbility webinar series in our topic for today is emergency preparedness for farmers, ranchers and other rule residents with disabilities. Just to begin with some basic webinar instructions, of course you will need speakers and headphones to hear this presentation as it is not being broadcast over any kind of conference call. You may check your connection speed through the meeting menu in the upper left of your screen and again, dial-up is not recommended and is probably not even usable for this webinar. If questions during a webinar about the content please tie those into the chat window that is on the lower left hand side of your screen. Hit the little arrow and we will be recording those questions for the question-and-answer period time at the end. If we are not able to get all of your questions, we will plan to summarize those end of those out to all of our participants in the meeting notes. Also, if you have any technical problems during the webinar, please, also, enter those into the chat window or you may e-mail the address that is listed on your screen. cokke@purdue.edu. At the end of our session we will have a four quick survey questions to give us feedback on the webinar and help us know who you are and what types of programs you work with. Also, this session will be recorded and we will be archiving that on the AgrAbility.org website. 



For those of you not familiar with the AgrAbility it is the US Dave sponsored program for farmers and ranchers and other workers with disabilities H. AgrAbility project is a link between Purdue University's at least one disability Association currently there are 23 AgrAbility projects covering a total of 25 states around the country. And, a candidate like more information about AgrAbility please see Debbie Debbie W.AgrAbility.org. Just a little background today our response was quite overwhelming we were very surprised at the number of people that signed up to participate in this webinar and we realize just by looking at it the affiliation of some of the people that signed up there is no way that we are going to be able to address interest into that broad spectrum of people and just one session. So today will be the beginning of the opening dialogue on this topic. We've also be sending out a web survey and that will be listed at the end of the webinar. And you can give us some feedback on some topics you would like to hear on this subject of emergency preparedness the rule residents with disabilities. In addition, we are looking at starting a community of interest on this topic that will consist primarily of teleconferences, phone calls, or you can dial in and talk with other professionals that are working in that area. And there will be more information about that. Toward the end of the presentation there be a list of resources. We will leave those up after the entire webinar is finished and -- we will return to that slide so that you can go to those links are copied and down so we get to that slide don't feel like you have to try to write those down all at the same time we will be leaving to fly to four you. -- slide. Just to let you know who is going to be participating in the webinar today, Dr. Bill -- is the extension safety specialist in the Department of biological upper do you agree -- [Inaudible--static] For that project that began in 1991 and he is also in teaching some homeland security classes here at Purdue including AgrAbility class. Steve is our agricultural rescue training specialist. He has an extensive history in terms of working with emergency preparedness, is bent a volunteer firefighter for approximately 35 years, with the county director of homeland security [Inaudible--static] In Indiana and also [Inaudible--static] State emergency preparedness planning committees. Gail DeBoy also assisted in our abilities today he is a national project engineer[Inaudible--static] And also farmed for about 25 years that he has a perspective on this topic. Also want to give thanks to Kate cook who prepared the PowerPoint slides and Cliff who is or IT specialist assisting with the technical aspects of the webinar. At this point I will turn it over to Dr. Neil Field and he will begin with the main body of the webinar. You have questions-and the chat room. 



Greeting. Again, I am Bill Field I am on the staff here but it is a pleasure to be a part of this webinar knows we hope it will be a series that will continue. We're also pleased that so many of you signed up. We were a little overwhelmed by the number that signed up we didn't quite expect that number. I know that some of you will be coming and going as the hour goes by based on other needs you have. There is an interesting scene in a book written by -- that is entitled Giants in the Earth in that kind of an interesting account of a girl -- early settler in the upper Midwest to was caught in a blizzard and he was heading home with his team of oxen. And, he knew that he would not survive in the open and he slaughtered one of the oxen, gutted it out and climbed inside the carcass, the warm carcass of this giant animal. And survived through the night. He was able to, the next morning after the sermon task, make his way home. But with one less oxen. And also interesting little clip at the end of the movie twister that many of you probably saw many years ago because of some of the fantastic special effects with tractors and combines flighted here. But as the scene winds down there is a cut to a picture of a farm family climbing out of their storm shelter and everything is in devastation. The barn and house are gone, and if they still are alive. There are two kids, mother and a father and there was garbage everywhere all but the top of the storm shelter and they were able to make it out. And I think that that is one of the issues we are wrestling with here today is the issue of preparedness. 



And through the session we are doing today we are having a dialogue that we hope will last for some time. Looking at the vulnerabilities of rural and farm residents who have disabilities, have special needs, that may be worse during times of natural or man-made disasters. Because of those disabilities, and maybe because of the lack of services, we are going to focus in on the first fundamental step of emergency management and that is preparedness. So it wasn't for the resiliency of that settler to think about his oxen, as basically a shelter in place for the family to have prepared for the storm by having a storm shelter built nearby. Neither one of them would've survived and we are hoping that through this dialogue that we will increase the likelihood of more people surviving tough times, that will certainly be upon us in the future. We have a number of desired outcomes that we are going to try to address today. If we can move things along there. -- here. I'm sorry we had a technical glitch there. The outcomes that we have outlined for today, and I just want to walk through those, include that we want to be able to have you better understand the importance of agriculture and the rural communities and the national well-being. We want to describe the scope and the nature of the disability within the farm and ranch community especially with, many of you may not be aware of just how large a population that is. We want to identify those comment threads and consequences and the security of the individuals with disabilities living in rural communities. We want to describe some of the basic emergency preparedness measures need to enhance the resiliency of people with disabilities living of rule committees apply some emergency principles to a few case studies we are going to talk about then finally identify some of the key courses that you can turn to and broaden your understanding of preparedness for crisis is -- for individuals with disabilities. Some of the basic assumptions we are working with that I understand, and Paul has addressed if you don't already but we do have an extremely diverse audience online today. Some of you have considerable experience in emergency management and have worked in it for a number of years and others on the line have very little background and many be actually a person with a disability interested in enhancing their capacity to respond to events that might occur. 



We also understand many of you, know more about the specifics, the legalities of emergency management at the state or national level than we do. And, we look forward to your contributions to strengthen our presentation because of your experience and the application of the legislation and administrative rules concerning homeland security. Some of the issues that relate to providing emergency management services goes way beyond the scope of what we are able to cover in a short, one-hour session. And quite frankly, there isn't enough money or personnel or motivation in every case to meet everybody's needs during times of disaster. And we are sitting here today and for me no assumption that we are going to be all your needs and how to do this more effectively. Everyone is -- by natural or man-made disaster but there are no safe places, there are no leaders, there are no policies back in gear and tea or ensure absolute security anywhere. And, you need to recognize that bad things are going to continue to happen and we need to be at least considering the topic of preparedness for everyone involved. To that, -- disasters are not partial to respect yours of persons even if that part of this is that is was with disabilities and other love stories of tornadoes seeming to strike the me into mobile home parks, and I think that's kind of the issue that we deal with that is oftentimes so, with the greatest social needs that seem to suffer the most from disasters of this kind.



Number six is homeland security begins at home. That is a very fundamental issue that I teach in all the classes is that if you are going to be prepared for these events, it starts not in Washington or not in our state capital, it starts in our home and if we are going to be resilient during these times of crisis we are going to have to give some consideration to being prepared for them. And so, again, we will also come back to this point throughout the presentation that we do or even today that personal responsibility is an important part of being prepared for disaster. Of any kind. And no one should assume that the government can solve everybody's problems. I think that has been an issue we wrestled with with major events like Katrina where there is the expectation that somebody will come in within a few hours and solve my problem. And the reality is, everyone that is working within the area of homeland security keep pressing back the individuals need to be personally prepared to deal with those first few hours or maybe a day or two without any assistance, mainly just because of the tremendous need that exists and the limited resources available. 



Let's talk with some of the basic point here we will be addressing them as they -- and their expected outcomes from agriculture is identified of the first of 18 sectors of the national critical infrastructure protection plan which came out of part of the Homeland security presidential directive seven. And some of you may not have a clue about that but many of you do. And, it is interesting to agriculture is considered extremely important part of being prepared at the federal level because we are so dependent upon agriculture for food and other needs that we have. Agriculture currently in this country is almost entirely under private ownership. Which makes it very difficult to try to mandate specific types of preparedness steps that you might find in a more corporate setting or a public setting. Is composed of about 2.1 million individually owned farms, ranches and other sites scattered throughout the country. It accounts for about 1/5 of the nation's economic activity. It is a very important engine that drives our economy. It is highly dispersed over areas with very low population density. It is highly decentralized with respect to governmental and regulatory control and emergency services. And historically, most of rural America is located in settings that have few medical and emergency response services that are readily available and that are going to be able to respond to all the needs that might occur. Especially if there is a widespread event. The incident a disability within the farm, ranch and rural population are the same or possibly higher than urban settings. In some cases they are actually higher. We estimate that between 1 million and 2 million individuals with disabilities live or work on farms and ranches. One of the problems with trying to determine actual counts that we really don't even know how many farms there are in this country, how many farm owners there are how many farm laborers there are and we have a number of different data sources that we can turn to that when we apply those data sources, to our formulas that we are looking on disability distribution, we come up with a fairly broad range but the point is, the air is well over 1 million individuals out there that live in rural communities with disabilities that could be impacted during a time of crisis. Some of the study to show that up to 24% of the farm population have physical disabilities. That are hindering them in some way. Approximately 19% are unable to perform certain daily essential tasks that are required or needed because of a disability and they have to reassign those tasks to others or modify the task to accommodate them using assistive technology or some other form of aid. 



The average age of a farm operator in the United States right now is 59. And over 70% of farmers and ranchers are over 65 years of age. So we are working with a fairly older population that may have special needs with respect to times of disaster or in preparing for the event. The frequency of dramatic injury tends to be higher in rural communities especially application and spinal cord injuries. And head injuries because of the serious or severe disabilities that we saw from farm related injuries and we have a farming continues to be one of the most hazardous occupations in the country that contributes to the continuous flow of workers who have disabilities. And then there is a higher percentage of mental and behavioral health related disabilities that occur in rural communities. And I think we are going to address it in a little bit but there are very few resources to address this problem and it's really not well understood. Rural communities in general have a disproportionate share of people who are older and affected by disability and have your economic resource. If not quite like steel that we are often seen pictured in short commercials or in publications of rural people seeming content and having two problems. But in reality, there are many living in rural America that we call part of the hidden for where individuals are largely underinsured by many of the programs that we take for granted because we live in an urban setting. 



Place in rural disability issues within the risk management framework, brings us to the point and how do we determine asset risks? Things like threats, consequences invulnerability. These are issues that are addressed in the corporate world, at the federal level with respect to parts of our national, critical infrastructure. And, many of these things are the same whether you live in a rural community or in an urban setting. But in a rural setting the most common threats we see our tornadoes and floods, winter storms like we've just been come to the midwest to cause a lot of havoc and isolation for people. Wildfires, temperature extremes, dust storms, criminal activity, aggro terrorism which is not become a significant issue that is something that people are concerned about and might be of interest to know that much of the terrorism that occurs in this country is typically carried on by disgruntled workers who can cause an awful lot of havoc very quickly because of their ability to know the system and how to get into it. And there is also crop and livestock diseases that have the potential of causing a lot of harm to rural families that depend upon crop and livestock production for their livelihood. 



Some of the images we are trying to show you here are familiar to many of you. It we here in Indiana live in tornado Alley. We have a very high number of historical Metallica is related to tornadoes and most of us who have worked in emergency preparedness have seen seems like this throughout the state and sometimes they are very spotty and other times they leave wide swath the impact of lot of people. Winter storms, as I mentioned, we just discussed separately and I will jump over that. Wildfires which tend to be more the western part of a country can cover thousands of acres into an awful lot of damage and cause many families to evacuate their homes because their just really is no control in these large fires. Even with all the equipment that we currently have available, it is just economically impossible and [Inaudible--static] Some of the consequences which we briefly touched on is loss of livelihood for families, they are often long term because crops and livestock are not easily replaced and it takes quite a bit of time to get things back in the production. Loss of communications during these incidents, loss of basic services whether the water, our electricity, deterioration of existing health conditions that might occur because of not having access to healthcare during long periods of time where people are isolated. The inability to travel, I know that during a recent winter storm, we went three days where we were unable to get on the road, the roads were closed, except for essential services or travel. And loss of housing, which in rural communities, there isn't much for housing and a person who loses her house is unable to just go out and get an apartment they oftentimes have to move into town which starts a whole process of changes in their lives that sometimes are very hard to recover from. And we can also throw in the consequence of secondary conditions that people may have a disability that is aggravated or enhance or worsens because of their exposure to things like smoke or dust or other things that we may not think about immediately, but a person with a disability that is sensitive to those things can be a real problem. 



Some of the characteristics of rural life that may increase vulnerability is that we may not think about too much but isolation is one of them. Oftentimes a major storm will go through an area and we will have people whom I live 20 or 30 miles from town, need to be 20 or 30 miles from the nearest neighbor and it's not easy to know what's going on in all those different sites. Travel and response time for emergency medical services is greatly increased. And where I am sitting right now, on Purdue University campus, if we were to experience a medical emergency, we would have someone here that is fairly well trained within six or seven minutes. Because of our excellent staff that we have that is trained and readily available. Yet, where I live, at home, that response time might be 15 or 20 minutes because I live quite a few miles out of town on an old farmstead and oftentimes, we've had to send someone down to the junction of our Road to the main road just because they had trouble finding our Road. And so that response time becomes a problem for many people who may need assistance very quickly because of a medical emergency or other Qaeda problem. The quality and quantity of emergency services is also an issue. It, here where I live or where I am working currently, is our emergency medical services probably respond to one heart related incident every day or two and so they get fairly well trained. If you live in a world community and you're being served by a volunteer emergency medical service unit is that they may not see that kinda visited very often and they may not be as trained or up-to-date on dealing with it. They are doing the best they can, but they just don't see the frequency of these events and so they may overlook things that might not be overlooked by teams that handle those type of problems were quickly. There's always -- also a lack of emergency management planning. It's clear from the federal effort that every county in the United States is supposed to be involved in emergency planning activities but many rural counties don't have the resources for that. They often assign it to a part-time person who may develop some emergency plans for some of the more vulnerable targets are some of the more high-profile targets. But there isn't the energy that goes into planning for not only those who live in town but also those that may live on the outskirts or if it's very sparsely populated, some of the services may be very minimal that are established in order to be better prepared during the disaster. There's also a lack of resources because of the lack of tax base and so there are pure dollars to go around to do some of this to the rural communities. Lack of accessible service and facilities. For example, we may have a warming center here in town or in a city where people, older people can come during very cold weather to provide warmth. We also may set up cooling centers during hot weather but in a world community, we are talking about having someone traveled 30, 40 to 50 miles for those kinds of services so they are less likely to be successful. And as I mentioned earlier, almost a complete lack of mental and behavioral health services in rural areas of this country. There have been efforts to try to implement those kinds of services, but it's been quite difficult because of the lack of funding and just the lack of cash flow to sustain those kinds of services. Because of fewer people. There's also a lower awareness of sensitivity concerning disability issues. Many rural communities haven't wrestled much with the issue of disability and oftentimes they may struggle with questions of image and what to do and there may be a lack of sensitivity towards this population and we just need to recognize that not everyone has the same level of respect and interest that you might find in a more urban-based setting. 



Some of the unique assets of rural life that I think helped counterbalance some of those older abilities include in most rural communities there are fewer high-growth -- high-profile targets. We just of his many threats that occur in rural communities with respect to being target. Is also historical emphasis on many rural communities unprepared is because of necessity. That date back to when people were very isolated and with the greater likelihood of rural families and farm families to have a backup power source such as a generator. And the ability to quickly install it and provide services to not only their home but also to provide for their livestock. Is very important, especially water. Snowmobiles, the stock, people tended can, store vegetables that may not always be true, but I think there is an ideal that it might be more evident in rural communities. There are both instill removal equipment that can be tapped that sometimes is not available in a more urban they setting where people just to have that equipment sitting in the garage. I think there's also an enhanced network in place that includes both volunteer and paid emergency services that work together and have that very strong -- associated with making that work and rural community. For existing rural organizations, farms and churches to become instrumental in keeping several communities together and these organizations and programs tend to provide very strong responses during times of crisis. And, I think that volunteer spirit that having worked several committees most of my life, seems to be much more evident, especially when they need is important. Weatherby after a fire, or cow is getting out or storm comes through it's amazing how a people show up and pick up chainsaws with no expectation to be paid but to try to keep it was a bit of the trees of people's houses and those kinds of things. I think one might argue that overall there might be a higher-level of natural resiliency in the rural communities. Just because of the nature of those communities that historical, social contract that exists between rural people and urban people. The expectation that they may try to keep and maintain and protect the reputation over time. Emergency management issues that may arise from persons with disabilities living in rural communities is quite broad and oftentimes complex and it would be hard to try to address every single one or what we've done is just try to look at some of the ones where we see are fairly important based on document emergency providers. Number one is emergency services becoming inaccessible during major events whether it be a tornado, flood, they are overwhelmed and there's not that many ambulances or fire trucks to go around and they tend to be directed to where the needs of the greatest and so individuals that may have serious needs may have to wait for long periods of time or for those services can get to them because of impassable roads or wires are down their trees are down, so that becomes an issue. And it doesn't matter how many times you call 911, there is only so much that the dispatcher can do. And typically, within the first 15 or 20 minutes of a major storm, every piece of emergency medical or fire or rescue equipment has hardly been to strip -- dispatched there isn't much to go around it's going to require one of those units to be redirected. And sometimes that is very difficult today. There may be a loss on essential services to some of these individuals is a life-support where the power is out there going to have to have some kind of backup to provide electricity to keep her respirator going or to keep the battery charged on the power sharer whatever might be. Or dialysis services that are required and may often have to be done at a distant location or they may have a van service or transportation service to transport them or they have to drive, or the transportation of clothes, the service may become a critical problem. And accessible vacations for people who are hard of hearing. May be shut down to being able to communicate to those who are struggling may be difficult. I am reminded of in this particular point, of an Amish family that have been deaf children and everyone in the community got together and learned assignment which. Not just the family but there were 25 or 30 people from the community that showed up to learn time I went so they could all be a support network for the individual family of where they were all learning sign language together. 



The lack of recovery services that we might see in an urban setting, such as Salvation Army, Red Cross and other groups that may provide housing, clothing or so for sometimes may not be readily available in a rural setting. There are few sources for replacement of assistive technology. Of your arty dependent on a wheelchair other mobility need or hearing aid or whatever those products may have come from quite a distance and so, getting access to them I become a serious problem. And there's also the element whether being a judgment or not but we've often found that individuals with disabilities living out there in the rural setting tend to be overly independent and often are reluctant to seek assistance until things get pretty bad. And then that becomes a much more difficult problem to respond to. 



We are going to switch her at this point to Steve, and he brings a wealth of on the ground experience in dealing with experience in responding to emergencies and he's going to cover basic emergency preparedness measures. 



Thank you Dr. Field, and thank you for the comments. We would like to look over, and most of you know and some of you heard the building a plan to look into preparedness plans can be very and tell. -- entailed We want to look at some of the things that stand out to help you look at a plan that they don't currently have under looking at preparedness measures. There are literally a lot of documents out there that you can go and have a very good case to start with though we talk about preparedness, we talk about ongoing activities, tasks and things like that to make sure that we take care of everything that could possibly happen in our communities. And we certainly look at prevention, recovery, response, mitigation of those things you want to make sure that you have a preparedness plan that would cover most of the all those. There is also going to be exercised in a preparedness plan that you put together. Looking at those different things they did you they work at your community and things that you can be keenly aware of of what you can get your hands on what you can't. Communications and warnings will be a big issue in the preparedness process. Making sure that everybody is notified the best that you can't for the different types of preparedness emergencies you might have. Also some of a lot of things that you might look at as we go to this advocate different plans is disaster and emergency management preparedness is an ongoing process. For the prevention and mitigation into prepare for the response to maintain these certain events. We also want to look at the recovery period and preparedness that might threaten the property or life as this particular disaster goes on and as we look at the preparedness of that. And last again, like I said before, exercising a particular preparedness plan you put together. Picture that works, make sure that is something that is beautiful in your community and things like that. Some of the ones that we have laid out here is preventative, identifying a predetermined meeting place, areas we can go to that in each and every community say your particular business for you might be, your workplace, your home or whatever you want to make sure that those places are identified. A lot of times, when a disaster occurs, whatever it may be in your rural communities around the nation, we see a lot of notification of people thinking well I thought it would go around as I thought it wasn't ours. You need to determine where that meeting place obese you know how to take care of making sure everybody's been accounted for. Evacuation plans. Are very important. Not only if your home, if you're indicating a rural setting a workplace again making sure you have evacuation plan to make sure everybody understands a plan. It's one thing to have a plan but nobody knows exactly where they are in building and they're rolling the building for a few hours a day, working out somebody does come to your home or to your business on that particular day in rural settings also, Corp. they understand how to get to those places. External contact point. One of the things we talked about a lot and we see a lot of in emergencies throughout the country. Is making sure that we have a contact point maybe outside of area code we're currently and so maybe you want to set up a set of phone numbers you can contact Alyssa me know you will be and how you are in you might want to make a contact in another area, in another part of the United States to review may be whether the rural community or wherever, let them know that you are all right and you can call them back as he should have enough. So an external contact point is perfect as I could. You will find the most of your filesystems, even in today with all the technology we have, some of those areas have trouble getting that information out. We talk about stockpiling seven days of essential supplies. We talk about a couple different ones, medication, special diets, I know the they are his terminology out there that such is ready to go backs and things like that but we talked about in some cases those are in shorter supply, you need to know in a real community if you've got some problems with insulin the door special daily medications that you have to have, or a special diet need you might need to do an extended period of that because again, like Dr. field is alluded to you are in a community that is not going to be right next to the local pharmacy to pick up those things. The next that we have on there is utilizing the 911 system and the E911 system in some parts United States. You should be able to contact these departments let them know it to every piece of vital information that you think you have an overall community or a special these individual that they have that information on the screen of revenue when you have sent out a call. Soap when a call comes in a that disaster comes in, they can oppose emergency responders, fire, EMS, law enforcement, audit agency that may be responding of any special needs you might have and this is part of what they do each and every day. They expand upon that, is just another tool that emergency responders can use editor you use an image 11 no exactly what some of those special needs might be. So again, the next item talks about the special needs, don't be afraid... people know that that's exactly what they want. Medical identification bracelet, if you do not have those make sure you get one of those because again, these are people that may never been in your area go -- before they become it from an outside area from sometimes did the ways state media that information then to make it easier for them to figure out exactly what your needs are. And have been steered on the right road. A form of peer network of in your community. There are programs out there, community emergency response teams are one of the drug United States in areas that you want to make sure that the pickup up your support, local agencies would be towns, cities or rural communities, portals people together so they can help you to get, again warming stations and police stations lipase need to have laid out a mere community a had time. Some of those will be readily available and some may take minutes or our schedule page. Neighborhood watches and other connections around are committed. Neighborhood watch programs are very important in times of disaster. Is one other thing that might not come up right away, but if you're going to be taking away from your facility, you might want to have a neighborhood watch type of program so we don't have people come in and do serious property damage to your particular area or your farm, your rural community or whatever the case may be. 



Meals on Wheels, postal services and utility company alerts, are other things he is talking up. Need to make sure that these are things that you would normally depend on every day and there may be a case of they may not be what gets you a short time there. So I have all of these additives your preparedness plan. Initially. But probably is anything that you think you maybe don't need to have a plan coming into possession as you possibly can because in most cases, it's not always going to be a plan that you prepare for. The best plan of the best-known disaster that you prepared for probably is the one that never happened for the city to make sure you have all of the information in there. So we're going to go into some case studies now. I will also talk further about some of the preparedness measures in one of my case it isn't the things that might help you. As you go down the road if your preparedness plan. Thank you. 



We have rolling chairs the last in the back of her through quickly. And again, one of the things I felt frustrated by as a coach, I like to stop in phase you have any questions other? And I know that that is not a workable solution at this point. I do appreciate Steve covering all things to get ready for and there are a lot of those that maybe many of you have even thought about and I was talking to Steve beforehand about the programs like Meals on Wheels that require the driver to actually, visually see the recipient of the meal every day. And the Postal Service programs for those who may be not able to get out frequently where the post office mail delivery person, would actually make college someone to pick up their mail. Many of these programs exist out there but or they would not be very hard to start if the agencies were approached and asked about it. At this point, we just want to cover a few case studies and I'm going to cover 2, and people pop back in and cover the rent. Discussing is one of the topics that kept coming up related to fire. But look at many scenarios that fire is a threat that a person with a disability may have greater vulnerability because of their lack of mobility and so forth. But it seemed to be a constant topic raised in conversations as to what am I going to do in the event of a fire? And so, there are several case studies that we adjourn from related to fire including people who are in building a home and they can't fire and they need to bail out the back window because they just had -- they could not get out any other way or the farmer in a combine the catches on fire and then having to back to bite the combine in the field with it on fire is still have very limited mobility. The topic for the case that I want to just focus on was a farmer who was out in the early spring when the grass is dead and there is a lot of dry material when everybody wants to burn brush. And he was out pretty brush in a fairly pastured area were lots of dry grass, very tall dry grass is the shy and cleaning out did tanks and so forth. And then he realized that he was surrounded by a grass fire. And here is what is limited mobility he had a tractor with modifications, hand controls it's not easy for him to get on and off and he realizes that he is in the setting with this wildfire surrounding him and just as responsive they had was, what am I going to do? Migrator to push on the fire? For driver? Eventually, he got close to one area where was burning through and he got into a burned-out area where and allow the fire glum I have been in the process, he did receive some burns and now, he is much more sensitive about where he is and I think we can take this case studies. Let's look at the problems up. 



For example did he have communications? Because somebody? Say I am in the middle of a brush hair, and wildfire, I am on a tractor and I can get off I can get the can somebody can help me. Had a look at the circumstances before you enter them straight to prevent this from occurring in food intake and analyzes particular case to great lengths anything, we can on creating and we probably could have prevented this from occurring, or had reduced the impact of this by having some fairly simple steps followed prior to going to work in that setting. 



The other example that has occurred on numerous occasions over the 30 years I've been working with rural people with disabilities, and that is people caught outside during frigid weather and they end up freezing together been severely frostbitten due to exposure. And just this past couple weeks, we had an older woman who walked to the neighbors during one of our very bad storm that came through, and the neighbor initially to the woman back home and then she shortly thereafter, went back to the neighbor into the process she couldn't raise their attention and walked back, they found her body the next morning frozen on her own from step. And here, a case of an older woman who is disoriented and was looking for assistance resulted in freezing to death because of exposure and again, we need to analyze this and look at it and say how could we have prevented this from occurring? At the cost to come up with some steps that would work quite effectively. Steve will share one that is a little bit more broad dealing with the turning of entitled for the birds. 



Thank you again. The title becomes very interesting but does not show up to the end of the presentation here. In 1994, this county and community received when the worst tornadoes we've ever seen in this committee with death and loss of life on other thing I want to talk about their quickly is in this particular 5 mile stretch of the tornado, we had 135 and accounted people the next morning. Most of those were elderly most Thomas some of them had disabilities. And became a huge issue at midnight that particular night. These were real low income elderly people that lived in a modern mobile home park that we had but also had passed over that went through a housing edition. We had piles of debris as you do in location for noses not extreme but piles of debris 60 feet tall and what we had, immediately was when we did look at some of the people the immediate need with the daily medications, their oxygen tanks, with a fixed income that they were on they would have no way to have any extra wheelchairs, walkers or need those kinds of things so anything life-saving, that was gone was very obvious that we couldn't do everything. We have a large response from that largest part of a stable we actually activated an urban search and rescue to come in and look for the elderly and some of the people who were missing but some of the[Inaudible--static] Out of the Indianapolis area to a disparagement of flame coming back. We had 45 broken lines of natural gas, 15 fires going to one-time, we actually did have an individual that she had been blown out of the chair she was in initiate a walk with either a walker or wheelchair. And found her sitting in the middle of an area that was on a kitchen chair because she couldn't move on her own. To a lot of those disabilities and those who need to think about ahead of time. So we have 15 different fires going on at that particular time that some of the other things that came out of that is, the amount of people have more special needs than probably we even realized in her community. Some of the things that we may be all need to think about is a lot of people take care of their personal house pets is one other family members and that's what we need to the end of this is we have a lot of individuals are very concerned about maybe what was left and I don't rural communities and throughout the United States that is going to be an issue. 911 became very busy as it did in the early onset as it does anywhere in a national disaster. But some of the things we found that was going back to the oldest way of communication, CB radios and some case helped a little bit to get to that. I think our biggest problem was, as we go through this, is what happens in the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh days of major we're still trying to locate items these individuals need, maybe they don't have the insurance money do that, a lot of people this committee were renting, they just up and left and never told about it so it took us an extended three or four days to continue to do the search rescue to find these individuals that is completely that the communities. We did set up a program there were extra equipment brought in for people who have special needs, walkers, wheelchairs before that. 



One of the things I think the biggest they have a particular disaster was that throughout the United States and community that we actually did sit down with all of our local emergency services we actually developed a countywide animal in actuation disaster plan for this was a spinoff of that particular disaster. And I went on to help people here at the university and help develop a disaster plan for FEMA for Alamosa disaster. So one of those things that you maybe do not think about that in today's world, it's pretty important. But the end of that is, the title is the birds part of it. We had a lady that was very, very concerned that was taken out of her residence, we actually left two of her birds in a cage inside there. At the time her concern was to get her out of there because of that but she was very persistent about letting the 911 dispatchers know and our emergency preparedness people to know that she thought she needed to get back in the she was probably the number one person I called 911 each and every day every hour on the hour but became a beacon for numbers and also for us enough that we include that in our plan. So, that was one of the things I thought that would tie into this. The other part of it is, the number nine on the key resources we look at some other things in a rural community in resources than we might have some of these resources, of course we talked about tornadoes and floods and fires etc., going to make sure that you're prepared for all those. Not just one a particular. County extension services, they have on Lott of information that they can head out as far as information help you out, with helping set up these preplanned. Peer groups can be specialty groups for disasters in you I think long-term from these disasters are happening to three days I can go for weeks, months and in some cases even years. Area agencies on aging, they can take care housing and also helping the specialty is on bands, churches, feeding, housing and shelters. Is something about the play of the time with churches. Non-governmental organizations. Support groups for disasters. And again, the last thing I'd like to add is remember most of all disasters can go on for a long period of time you need to preplanned for that but that in your preparedness plan. Is it just happened the next day in are not gonna wave a magic wand. You need to make sure you're prepared for all those. At this time I'd like to turn it back over to Paul Jones is going to speak about them additional resources. Thank you 



We think -- thank are prisoners of their expertise on the subject. And we will be taking question answers in just a few minutes. We have a list of these resources, afterwards [Inaudible--static] I will take a poll [Inaudible--static] If you'd like to go to this link, you knew me copy them, -- there is a link to the survey would like you to participate in. [Inaudible--static] It also asks for your input on future products -- topics that you might be adjusted hearing about this general area. It also gives an opportunity say whether or not you'd be interested in participating in a community of interest that we are planning to conduct. So at this point, I'm going to move to our question and answer pot. -- pod. And again, I would like to invite you if you have not already, to answer -- enter your question into the chat pod on the lower left. Hit the arrow and that will register our support staff enabled record those questions. Cliff Is now going to be entering some of the questions. I'm going to go ahead and do art poll -- our poll first to get your feedback. Our first poll question asks about your professional affiliation. I realize some of you may have more than one so please check the one that is most applicable to you. I realize some of you have emergency preparedness agencies to pick the one that is most relevant. Click on it your screen to the appropriate response. I will post those for going to see in just a second. I will give you just a few more seconds to go ahead and respond and we will post those we can go on tour next question. -- to our next question. If you can get a general idea of who is in participating today our largest group is emergency preparedness organizations. Our next question has to do with your views on the quality of the information that was presented today. You can respond and then again, we will broadcast the results in just a second but we will give you an opportunity to click on your preference of those five responses. okay, you can see the general response on the question. We will move on to our third poll so we have enough time for questions and answers. The third question asks about the technology that was used today. If you could give us an idea as to whether you felt it was usable for you or not. Again you'll have an opportunity if you go to the survey to give some specifics I would like in terms of feedback on the webinar and the technology. In just a few more seconds to complete that we will go ahead and broadcast those results. Okay. You can get an idea of how people felt about the technology. And we have the one more poll question before question and answers. This is just a general response in terms of whether you would be interested in participating in another webinar and are AgrAbility webinar series based on today's webinar. Again, I will give you a few seconds to complete those responses. Okay. Give you an idea of peoples opinions about that aspect of it. We will now start a question-and-answer session, I am going to exit again and we will have some questions and Dr. Fields will go ahead and activate his camera [Inaudible--static] There are a few questions here. The first one I see is dealing with how to get medications for your 72 hour kit? That would be a question between you and your position. Your position has the capability of doing that. And then also, your insurance company. There are some insurance companies that don't allow for advance purchase of medication but, it may be through your position that that might take place. Some of -- comment here is that some pharmacies would like to be prescriptions a day early, that is true and again, it's going to be a question with your physician and your insurance company to allow you to have at least enough for five, six or seven day supply especially if you live an isolated location. I know that I traveled overseas and had a perception field in advance so that I could take it with me so I would not have to fill it somewhere else. But it did take a position to make that happen. -- physician to make that happen. there is a question I'm not sure whether I can answer. I am not sure I am familiar with the community emergency preparedness information network workshop so I think I'm going to need a little more explanation there. I don't think, in my mind, most urban settings or wherever there is a strong emergency planning activity going on, that it would be too difficult to get them convinced to do a workshop for those that are hard of hearing or deaf. I think it's a matter of asking, going to your local county emergency management staff and asking them what is available for. Or, if you are in a very world community grid that service may not be available you may have to find from the nearest urban setting where those services might be available. But I am convinced that in most rural communities you will find if you are very isolated you will find many of these services hard to tap because they don't exist there. 



This is a question related to the use of a 911 systems under the current E911 system which is enhanced 911 it is possible to information on disability issues right on the screen so that the dispatcher can bring that up. I don't understand why someone would stop using E911, once they have it installed, maybe Steve would have a response to that but there are many counties and the United States that still do not have 911 systems in place. And that's because of the cost. In order to install that system, everybody pays and it is becoming more complicated because that tax for 911 has historically been applied to cell phones so it has moved away from land based or landline systems to cell phones and that some of the revenue from the landline systems has disappeared and they're trying out through legislation to add that onto cellphone cost in order to keep the 911 system active. So I may have been because of that loss of revenue as people move to cell phone use. The question is what are some of the steps that would've changed the outcome in the case study? Well, that was part of our point of breaking them up was for you to think about, personally, how you might have intervened or how things might have worked out differently if some emergency preparedness activities had taken place. I think, for example, the case with respect to the companion animals or the pet, it might have been an issue with respect to the first responders not recognizing the importance of the role that animal or the birds played in a person's life in the response lessons they began to look at that as a critical problem. Mainly because of the demand put on the system once there was a separation between the person with a disability and their animal. And so, I think of the future, at least in this county there is gonna be a greater sensitivity try to protect those animals. But there are limits to those. I have 20 cows at home anytime we 8 to 900 pounds M. of as the first responders show up and I demanded it might cows with me, I'm pretty close with my cows, and I would sure like to take them with me but the reality is I'm not going to be able to. So, if you show up and you have 100 gallon fish tank full of fish, it may not be possible. It is a basic foundational orientation a first response folks is to save lives. And sometimes that process may result in the loss of other things. And so we have to understand that it the other case we talked about as we had an older woman who was disoriented, left her house in the middle of a storm to go seek help from some other person and they try to help but the disorientation did not go away in the next thing you know they are back out again in severe weather ended up freezing to death in so there are issues of who else is looking out for her? Is there anyone else that is there that can calm her is her place you can go during those times where she might be extremely brittle both ask I think there are solutions to those problems but it there just has to be a willingness on the part of the person with a disability to engage in those solutions and participate. Many people died in Katrina, not because of lack of emergency services that because they refused to engage in the opportunity to evacuate or participate in evacuation. And they take those risks. And so did not survive. And, we live in a country where people can take risk and make choices and we don't impose our will on others. And so, that is an issue that is oftentimes conference first responders who feel like it would be safer for people to evacuate but they are being told no, we are not to leave our home or animals or whatever it might be. 



I don't know of any financial resources that are available for setting of volunteer peer support groups but I'm not sure that they would cost a lot of money. I think it's really getting to know your neighbors. We live in a world where we have 2100 friends on Facebook page that we have no friend in our neighborhood. And I think that is an issue. Maybe, to have, get to know your neighbors better to set up a peer group is just starting to give it to do that. I've been told this is the last question. So I apologize for the short answer but I hope this is, this one will be help up. Can we get a copy of the PowerPoint? This material will be posted and archived as part of the national AgrAbility project website. And, that will include images, their content and we hope that you will utilize it in some way or listen to it again. We will be more than happy to have you have access to it and I'm not sure when that will occur but it will be shortly after this event is held. I'm now told we have a few more questions. We have a little bit more time. Are there any sources of funding or other help for people wishing to make their farm or ranch handicapped accessible? We have been in this business in a long time working with farmers with disabilities trying to help them to accommodate disabilities act go to. Some of the best sources of funding that we use our vocational rehabilitation services. Every state in the United States has a vocational rehabilitation program funded by state and federal sources and we encourage individuals who feel like they can continue farming if they have that special adaptation or needed some assistance, to work through their vocational rehab program. We encourage, as a way that maybe open a door, to connect with the AgrAbility staff in 25 states that have AgrAbility programs and they are very helpful in making those connections. AgrAbility does not have a funding available to make these modifications but they have the ability to connect with vocational rehabilitative services and they will often provide definite. We have had very good experiences here in Indiana working with a vocational relocation and pay the cost of needed adaptations to allow for farmers to continue working.



One and the references that we will sit on archive -- cite is a person that was done here, a scholarly paper that looks at distribution a disability within agriculture and rural communities. And it is based upon the most recent Census of agriculture in the USDA data from a variety of their sources. So, if anyone is interested in that information, that citation will be available as published in the Journal of aggro medicine I wish we could[Inaudible--static] But that violates their copyright issues in so you'll have to go directly to them to get a copy. Of their publication. I think that is an interesting question. In some counties you will find agencies like the Red Cross sort of been the driving agency. In the communities it will be the local emergency planning committee that has a strong, part of it, and the leadership. So I think you're going to have to make those contacts and export which one is most likely is going to be able to provide the best services in this area. Sources of affordable shelters. That would include storm shelters, I think we could include that. We have, I looked it up a couple of times, a different kind of storm shelters. Some are partially buried, some are aboveground that are concrete, it is interesting, I worked for a while running at therapeutic horseback riding program on a farm they did not have a storm shelter. We had a close call one-time so we actually built a classroom of reinforced concrete, it looks like a simple addition to this building. It has very limited window space and it is an approved a storm shelter. If you toward a part you would find that the walls are quite thick and it met the standards for aboveground shelter and so there are such a thing and it would be if you go online and look at storm shelters you're going to find a variety of sources of prefab and plans for building those kind of shelters. This will be our final question. How effective are simple radios, CBs forgetting eight in a disaster. But my opinion is that most CBs are limited in range so they will have limited abated -- ability in both communities. May farmers no longer use those radio via cell phones because they are much more capable of covering a lot more area. That transition went from CB to FM, and I would say other than using Nextel walkie-talkie communications most of gone to cell phone service coverage and do we know that their are areas in the United States that are not adequate covered by cell phones and we are just have to experience that and another where I go every summer for camping there is no cell phone coverage except for a very I stomp on the side of the mountain you're just have to find a point when you can get that kind of coverage. The two-way radios are probably not viewed as a solution anymore. For disaster response. I like to say to everyone here is greatly appreciated for all your interest today in being onboard with this we look forward to hearing from you in the very near future about your feedback on what we can do better again I like to thank you very much for participating in this webinar. Thank you very much. [Event Concluded] 

